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, Ogle, Olds. Orr, Peck, Phelps, Phoenix, Put- 
ws ian Risley, Robirsen, Rockwett, Root, Rose, 
rm “Sackett, Spaulding, Sprague, Richard H. Stanton, 

wer, Taylor, Van Dyke, Waldo, Wentworth, White, 
ee intieney and W odward—71. s 
WyAYS—Mesers. Alston, Anderson, Ashmun, Averett, Ba- 

‘Bayly, Bingham, Booth, Bowdon, Boyd, Buel, Burrows, 
ms Joseph Cable, Joseph P. Caldwell, Caruter, Casey, 
ender, Clarke, Clingman, Cole, Crowell, Durkee, Ewing, 

ich Gentry, Giddings, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Hall, Har- 
: icham G. Harris, Henry, Hibbard, Holladay, Howard, 
vaabard, Joseph W Jackson, William ‘I’. Jackson, James 

Johnson, Kabert W. Johnson, Jones, Jniian, George G. 
cen John A. King, Preston King, Littlefield, Job Mann, 
Macon, Matteson, MeChe rnand, McKissock, McLanahan, 
¥eMullen, McQueen, Mc Willie, Meade, Moore, Otis, Par- 
ber, Peasiee, Pitman, Richardson, Rumsey, Schermerhorn, 
gehooleralt, Seddon, Shepperd, Silvester, Stanly, Alex- 
ander BH. Stephens, Thaddens Stevens, Stetson, Strong, 
gynae, Jacob Thompson, Toombs, Underhill, Venable, 
vinton, Walden, Wallace, Watkins, Welborn, Wildrick, 
Williams, Wilmot, Wilson, Wood, and Young—91. 

So the House refused to go into Committee of 
the Whole on the Private Calendar. 

The question then recurred on the motion of Mr. 
Barty. and was decided in the affirmative without 
a division. : 

CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIATIONS. 

So the House resolved itself into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Burr, 
of South Carolina, in the chair,) and resumed the 
consideration of the bill making appropriations for 
the civil and diplomatic services of the Government 
for the fiscal year ending the 30ch June, 1851. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, who was enti- 
tled to the floor, addressed the House during an 
hour, in opposition to the doctrines advanced by 
the President in his recent message relative to the 
Texas boundary controversy. He maintained that 
it was not such @ case as would authorize the Pres- 
ident to call into requisition the military power of 
the country to settle. He entered into an argu- 
ment to show that it would be an assumption of 

ower not authorized by the Constitution, or the 
be of 1795, for the President to interpose with 
the military power of the country in any case, ex- 
cept where obstacle was made to legal process, or 
jndicial action. He also denied the right of the 
President to define what were the boundaries of 
New Mexico, or the rights of her people, under 


the treaty with Mexico; that, he contended, be- | 


longed to Congress to determine. [His remarks, 
which are in course of preparation, will be pub- 
lished in the Appendix.} 

Mr. S. having concladed 

Mr. SAVAGE obtained the floor, but yielded 
to enable Mr. Mann, of Massachusetts, to reply 
tosome remarks of Mr. Steruens. 

Mr. M. having concluded, 

Mr. S. resumed the floor, and addressed the 
House an hour in condemnation of the principles 
set forth in the President’s message. [His re- 
marks, which are being prepared, will be published 
in the Appendix.] 

Mr. WILLIAMS addressed the committee, in 
reply, chiefly, to te remarks of the gentleman 
from Georgia, [Mr. Srerens,] and in vindication 
of the course of the President in reference to the 
boundary of Texas. [His remarks will be pub- 
lished in the Appendix. } 
_Mr. W. having concluded, and no gentleman 
rising to address the committee, 

— HARALSON moved that the committee 
Se, 
Mr. HOUSTON signified his desire to speak. 
he question was taken, and the committee re- 
fused to rise. 

Mr. HOUSTON obtained the floor, and said 
© would proceed with his remarks at this time, if 
such was the desire of the committee, though he 
expressed a preference to defer them till morning, if 


the committee saw fit to rise, to take up some other 
business, 


He yielded the floor to 

5 a TAYLOR, who moved that the committee 
The motion was put, and rejected. 

; Mr. HOUSTON then sranaahed, and ad- 
ressed the House on the subject of a conciliato 

Policy. He thought that the whole difficulty was 





& mere Os ispute between Texas and the 
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| manding in New Mexico. 
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United States—one with which he, as a member of 
Congress, had nothing to do, beyond voting any | 
sum which might be thought proper to purchase the | 
territory in dispute. The settlement of the ques- | 
tion, he was of opinion, belonged to the judicial || 
tribunal of the country. As to the subject of Cali- || 
fornia, he expressed his readiness to vote for her || 
admission with her assumed limits, although he | 
thought she had extended her boundaries some- | 
what too much. But he thought that even this | 
large extension was favorable to the South, as it || 
retarded the multiplicity of non-slaveholding States. 
He said he had voted for the Wilmot proviso, | 
without approving of it, as an amendment to the || 
two million bill, for the purpose of defeating that | 
bill. 

Without concluding, he gave way to 





} 


Mr. SEDDON, on whose motion the committee | 
rose and reported progress, 
After an unsuccessful effort to adjourn to Mon- | 
day, 

The House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, &e. 

The following petitions, memorials, &c., were 
presented under the rule, and referred to the ap- 
propriate committees: 

By Mr. PHELPS: The petition of James L. Collins, of 
New Mexico, praying compensation for losses sustained in 
the service of the United States in the late war with Mexi- 
co; and also, compensation for imprisonment by Mexicans | 
while acting as the confidential agent of the officer com- 


By Mr. WALDO: The petition of John M. Niles and 104 
others, citizens and electors of the town of Hartford, Con- 
nechent, asking for a change in the tariff laws, substituting 
specific for ad valorem duties. 


2 ee ' 


IN SENATE. 
Frivay, August 9, 1850. 

Mr. DOUGLAS presented the memorial of citi- 
zens of Monterey, in California, asking the estab- 
lishment of a port of entry at that place. 

He took occasion to observe that the memorial | 
was numerously signed, well drawn, and went | 
considerably into details of facts relating to the 





| subject, which would commend it to the consider- 


ation of the Committee on Commerce. 

The memorial was referred to the Committee | 
on Commerce. 

Mr. HUNTER presented the memorial of Rob- 
ert Grant, asking that an appropriation may be 
made for lighting the public buildings and grounds 
in the city of Washington, by means of the Cal- 
cium Light, of which he is the inventor; which 
was referred to the Cornmittee on Public Buildings. | 

On motion by Mr. DAVIS, 

Resolved, That John B. Wallack have leave to withdraw | 
his petition and papers. 

PETITION OF CATHARINE G. FINNEY. 


Mr. CLARKE. I am requested to present to 
the Senate the petition of Catharine G. Finney, 
‘6a descendant and one of the heirs at law of an | 
officer of the Rhode Island brigade,’’ in behalf of 
herself and others, asking Congress to provide for 
the just payment of the commutation pay due to 
that brigade. [ 

Mr. President, in the year 1777, the island of 
Rhode Island was in possession of the British 
forces in this country, embracing about one third 


part of all that force, and the continental troops || 


being necessarily engaged in other parts of the 

country, it devolved upon the militia of Rhode | 
Island, aided by other militia from the adjoining | 
parts of New England, to keep the force of the | 
enemy in check, and prevent incursions into the | 
surrounding country. That State had already fur- 
nished her quota of men and money to the conti- | 
nental line; and her militia, including every able- | 


bodied man between the ages of eighteen and sixty, | 


was enrolled and employed in resisting the enemy. | 
The impossibility of successfully continuing this | 
defence was apparent, and a conference of dele- | 


gates from the New England States was holden at | re 
Providence, which resulted in an application to the | 
Centinental Congress for some force to resist and | 
repel these forces of the enemy. The Congress || 
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forces of the continental line for the service which 
was acknowledged to be necessary, but recom- 
mended to the State of Rhode Island to raise three 
regiments, to form the ** Rhode Island brigade,” 
for the service required, and pledging the faith of 
Congress to place such troops upon the same stand- 


| ing and with the same pay in all respecta whatever 


as the troops of the continental army. Accord- 
ingly, three regiments were raised, commanded by 
brave and distinguished men—Colonels Topham, 
Elliot, and Crary. The first term of enlistment 


|| was fifteen months; at the expiration of that time 


they enlisted for twelve months; and again, at the 
expiration of that term, for twelve months longer, 
making in all a continuous service of three years 
and three monti@. The troops were paid in the 
same depreciated currency which was paid to the 
troops of the continental line. In the year 1780 
Congress passed an act allowing a commutation 
pay for the depreciation of their own currency, to 
the officers and soldiers of the continental army, 
who had enlisted for the war, or who had enlisted 
for three years. The benefit of this act was con- 
fined to the regular line; and when application was 
made by the Rhode Island brigade for the same 
commutation pay, the commissioner of the United 
States Government, Mr. Chinn, declined to allow 
it to them, because the act applied only to the 
troops of the continental line. And when shown the 
resolve of Congress under which this brigade waa 
raised, and-the pledge therein made, he still further 
refused, because the act was made to apply to such 
as had enlisted for three years; and the three regi- 
ments constituting the brigade had enlisted at each 
time fora shorter term. ‘Thus, although they ac- 
tually served for more than three years, they were 
denied the benefit of the act for commutation pay. 
This petition has strong claims for just considera- 
tion, and I move'that it be referred to the Con 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims. 

The motion was agreed to. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims, to which was referred the me- 
morial of Haym M. Svlomon, asking indemnifi- 
cation for advances made by his father during the 
revolutionary war, submitted a report in writing, 
which was ordered to be printed, accompanied by 
a bill for the relief of H. M. Solomon; which was 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. UPHAM, from the Committee on the Poat 
Office and Post Roads, to which was referred the 
memorial of John T. Sullivan, asking compensa- 
tion for executing the binding of the laws and in- 
structions to postmasters, for the use of the Post 
Office Department, presented a report in writing, 
which was ordered to be printed, accompanied by 


| a bill for the relief of John T. Sullivan; which was 


read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. NORRIS, from the Committee of Claims, to 
which was referred the petition of John McAvoy, 
a soldier in the war with Mexico, submitted a re- 
port in writing, which was ordered to be printed, 
adverse to the prayer of the petitioner. 

Mr. HALE, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to which was referred House bill No. 82, being 
for the relief of Eliphas C. Brown, reported back 
the same without amendment, and recommended 
ita passage. 

The PRESIDENT announced the order of the 
day. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. Before the Sen- 
ate proceeds to the order of the day, I desire to 
take up the bill No. 284, not for the purpose of 
discussion, but simply that it may be recommiited 
to the Committee on Commerce. It is the bill to 
amend an act to provide for the better security of 
the lives and passengers on board of vessels pro- 
pelled in whole or in part by steam, as some facia 
have come to light since the bill was reported that 
rendvr it necessary that it should be recommitted, 
The motion having been agreed to, the bill wae 
committed to the Committee on Commerce. 


BILLS FROM THE HOUSE. 
The bill from the House of Representatives, No. 


replied that it was impossible to detach any of the |! 330, being the bill making appropriations for the 
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service of the Post Office Department during the I 


fiscal year ending June 30, 1851, was read a first | 


and second time by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

The bill from the House of Representatives No. 
250, bein 
general of the public lands in Oregon, and to pro- 
vide for the survey and to make donations to set- 
ilexs of said public lands, was read a first and 


the bill to create the office of surveyor | 


| 


i 


1} 


second time by its title, and referred to the Com- | 


mittee on Public Lands. 
THE TEXAS BOUNDARY. 

At half-past 11 o’clock the Senate resumed the 
consideration of the special order, being the bill 
proposing to the State of Texas the establishment 
of het northern and western boundaries, the relin- 
quishment by the said State of all the territory 





ny oo on the address to the Chair—on the words, 
‘“*Mr. Preswwent.”’ Mr. B. then sat down, and 
wrote out for the reporters, as follows: 

Mr. Present: The Senate will recollect that at 
the last session of Congress I presented a memorial 


| from Dr. Charles G. Page, setting forth “ that he 


had discovered a mode of applying electro-mag- 
netic power to the purposes of navigation and lo- 
comotion, and as a general substitute for the dan- 
gerous agency of steam,’’ and that an appropriation 
of twenty thousand dollars had been made to 


| enable him to test his discovery by practical ex- 


claimed by her exterior to said boundaries, and of |, 


all her claims upon the United States. 


The pending question was on the amendment 
offered yesterday by Mr. Winrurop, to strike out | 


all of the first article from the word ** commence,”’ 
and to substitute the following in yeu thereof: 
« Arthe point in the middle of the deepest channe!) in the 


Rio Grande del Norte, where the same is crossed by the 
102d degree of longitude west from the meridian of Green- 


wich; thenee north, along that longitude, to the 34th degree | 


of north latitude 5 thesce eastwardly to the point at which 
the 100th degree of wes! longitude crosses the Red river.’’ 


Mr. BENTON. Mr. President 

The PRESIDENT. The special order has 
been called for. . 

Mr. BENTON. The business of the morning 
hour then is cut off, sir? 

The PRESIDENT. It is, sir. 

Mr. WINTHROP said that he had no inten- 
tion to detain the Senate. He had nat had an 
opportunity of examining the question of bound- 
ary. He preferred the line proposed yesterday 
by the Senator from Ohio, (Mr. Ewine,] and 
would have been glad if it were adopted. He 
would be glad if the line proposed by the com- 
promise bill had been agreed upon. But still more 
would he have preferred the line laid down by the 
convention of New Mexico. He would rejoice 
if this line were adopted. He agreed with nearly 





| steam power can be produced. 


all that was contained in the late message of the || 


President of the United States on this subject. He 
agreed with the President that the constitution 
adopted by the convention of New Mexico was 


nothing more than a nullity; but he hoped that it | 


| to its use as a propelling power is entirely obvi- 


was not such a nullity but it might be made a per- || 


fect and recagnized document. 
to have her admitted as a State. 


He objected to the remuneration proposed to be | 


nil to Texas, because he considered it enormous. 
e alluded to the cost of the whole acquired terri- 
tory, fifteen millions, and said that now ten millions 
was proposed to be paid for a part only of it. 
pointed out the costs of the war, the price of peace, 
anid the present proposition, all as resulting from 
the annexation of Texas. 
He then said that, upon examination, he discov- 
ered the line proposed by the bill was not so ob- 


jectionable as he had thought; and as the amend- 


ment of the Senator from Ohio had been rejected 
yesterday, and there being no probability of any 
other line meeting with favor, he withdrew his 
amendment. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD moved to strike out the 
boundaries proposed by the bill, and insert in lieu 
thereof the following, being those reported by. the 
compromise committee: 

“On the Rio Del Norte, commonly called El Paso, and 
running up that river twehty miles, measured by a straight 
line thereon, and thence eastwardly to a point where the 
100th degree of west longitude crosses Red river, being the 
southwest angle in the line designated between the United 
States and Mexico, and the same angle in the line of the 
territory set apart for the Indians by the United States.” 

Mr. U. asked for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. CLEMENS ied te the remarks of Mr. 


Wintsror in relation to the annexation of Texas. of danger from explosions and conflugrations, and 


ELECTRO-MAGNETIC POWER. 

Mr. BENTON addressed the Chair and said : 
The morning business having been cut off for sev - 
eral days by the early taking up of the special 
order, ne had been prevented from making a 
communication to the Senate on a subject which 
belonged to that class of business, and was im- 
portant to be made, and was only for information, 
and might answer as well in the published debates, 
where ee could read it who pleased; he would 
now consider it as made, and would draw up what 


he had to say, and deliver it to the reporters, to be || are some of the econoniies claimed by Dr. Page, 


He | 


He would be glad | 


| Mississippi. 
| pound for the zinc which he uses: when a large 


|| 
| 
1 
{| 


i] 
| 





| 
| 
| 





‘producing this power. 


| omies will follow from its use? 
| merates them, putting at their head, and justly, 


| human being. 
| IN NAVIGATION—saving room in the vessel, the 


periments. These experiments have been made, 
and Dr. Page deems it his duty to communicate 


| these results to Congress and the country, and to 


do it in a manner more satisfactory than by a 
mere written report to Congress. For this pur- 
pose he proposes to exhibit the result of his ex- 
periments, and illustrate them by.remarks and 
explanation; and, as the most suitable place, and 
at a time most convenient to the members of Con- 
gress, officers of the Government, and the citizens, 
will exhibit his experiments at the Smithsonian 
Institute, in this city, to-morrow evening, Satur- 
day, commencing ata quarter before six o’clock. 

The practical question which has otcupied Dr. 
Page is the question of cost—moneyed cost—of 
Its capacity and applica- 
bility had been previously established—its capacity 
unlimited—its applicability convenient and safe. 
But the great question of cost remained, and that 
has been deemed too gfeat to admit of its use in 
the business operations of the country. In Eu- 
rope the cost has been held to be filty times greater 
than the cost of producing steam. Dr. Page, ina 
written communication, now in my hands, says 
that he produces this power at a less cost than 
His words are: 

‘© With the same size of battery, and much less cost, I am 
enabled now to exert a force of six hundred ponnds where, 
little more than a year ago, T obtained a force of only fifty 
pounds. With a consumption of two and a half pounds of 
zine, I now produce one horse power for twenty-four 
hours. Tbis is nearly as cheap as the cheapest steam en- 
gine in the world, and much cheaper than steam under some 
conditions.”* 

Supposing Dr. Page to be right in this state- 
ment of the present cost of producing the electro- 
magnetic power, the hitherto insuperable objection 


ated, and the cost actually converted into a con- 
sideration in its favor. It is now cheaper, and 
must become more so when the demand for zinc 
shall oceasion that to be brought into market which 
is now thrown away, as a refuse of lead ore, in 
the vast lead mines of Missouri and the Upper 
Dr. Page now gives eight cents a 


demand is created for it, it may be furnished for 
much less, and at the same time open a market 
for an article now thrown away. 

So much for comparative cost—the electro-mag- 
netic power becoming an economy—a moneyed 
economy—in its production. But how many econ- 
Dr. Page enu- 


the economy of human life, now so deplorably 
wasted by the dangers incident to the use of steam. 
All danger from explosion, and the main cause of 
danger from conflegration, will be avoided—a 
consummation devoutly to be wished by ever 
Other economies are thus stated. 


engine and battery requiring but little space, 
and the fuel very compact compared to coal— 
doing away with chimneys, smoke-stacks, and 
their cumbrous fixtures—instantaneous commu- 
nicability of the full power, so important in chang- 
ing course and avoiding collision—capacity to run 
a blockade, making no noise and showing no light, 
except at pleasure—simplicity in the construction 
of vessels—diminution of insurance from absence 


less danger from collisions. IN LAND CARRIAGE— 
no stoppages to take in wood or water, and saving 
the expense of all structures and attendance for 
such purposes, one charge of the battery being 
sufficient for twenty-four hours, or more—no dan- 
gerto cars or property from fires—diminution of 
insurance from absence of danger from fire-—com- 
fort to passengers in freedom from smoke, sparks, 
and ashea—safe entrance into towns and cities 
from the absence of all the annoyances and dan- 
gers which result from the use of steam. Such 










backers receive pitiless ridicule under s 
stances. Asa backer of Dr. Page, 
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of which, one alone, that of human };j 
givean immeasurable reponderance tour's, out 
over that of steam, if the cost of its produc; 
should be made near equal, much more if it A ney 
be made cheapér than steam, as Dr. Page » ould 
can be. All these pointe'will be illustrans’" 
morrow evening, when Dr, Page will run ae - 
lar saw, driven by an electro-magnetic batter * 
five-horse power, and will exemplify in oradh « 
experiment all the advantages and eq bi 
which he has claimed for this new Sober eal 
Mr. President, I take some pride in makin : 
communication to the Senate. 1 took th ~~ 


a. e ri 
moving in the matter at the last session, ae se 


_ curing the appropriation of $20,000 to enable iH 
| Page to go on with his experiments. a 


I took the 
ends great 
tor and his 
uch circum. 


; we [have ta 
the risk of this ridicule, and mean to take it - 


deeper. [mean to move another a iati 

for Dr. Page—one that Will enable as 
an experiment on a scale commensurate to the 
grandeur of the enterprise, the stake which the 
human race has in its success, and the wealth and 
power of the United States, to whom its first sa 
vantages and entire glory is to redound, if success. 
ful, I shall move an appropriation to work a ahi 
of war or a merchant veseel by this new poten 
and deem the decision of the question worth aij 
the money to be expended, and all the risk of the 


risk—the risk of the ridicule which att 
projects ending in failure. The projec 


| ridicule to be incurred. If successful, it will be 
| an advance upon the use of steam power equal to 
the advance of that power over sails, oars, and 


wheels. 


THE TEXAN BOUNDARY. 


The yeas and nays were then taken on Mr, Uy. 
DERWOOpD’s amendment, and were as follow: 

YEAS—Méessrs. Baldwin, Bradbury, Bright, Chase 
Clarke, Cooper, Dodge of Wisconsin, Ewing, Felch, Greene. 
Hale, Hamlin, Norris, Phelps, Seward, Shicids, Smin’ 
Spruance, Underwood, Upham, Wales, Walker, Whitcomb, 
and Winthrop—24. : 

NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Barnwell, Bell, Ben- 
ton, Berrien, Butler, (ass, Clemens, Davis of Mississippi 
Dawson, Dickinson, Dodge of lowa, Foote, Houston, Hun. 
ter, King, Mason, Morton, Pearce, Rusk, Sebastian, Soulé 
Sturgeon, and Turney—25. : 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. MANGUM rose, before the vote was an- 
nounced, and stated that he had not voted, having 
made an arrangement with the Senator from New 
Jersey [Mr. Dayton | to pair off, on that Senator’s 
absence. 

Mr. MASON moved to amend the bill by 
striking out all after the enacting clause, and in- 
serting the following: 

«That by the joint resolution approved March 1, 1845, 
for annexing Texas to the United States, it being ordained 
that ‘the tenitory properly included within and rightfully 
belonging to the Kepublic of Texas’ might be erected into 
a new State and admitied into the Union, it is the opinion 
and judgment of Congress that the admission of TeXas ito 
the Union, with the boundaries prescribed by the laws 
thereof, not objected to by the United Siates at the time of 
such annexation, is conclusive as against tbe United States 
of the right of Texas to all territory included within such 
boundaries. 

“2. Be it resolved, That when in a state of war, and in 
the absence of actual State authority anywhere without the 
limits of a State, military possession is taken by the United 
Stat: s of such part of the territory of a State, such posses- 
sion can rightfully be considered as taken and beld only in 
subordination to the authority of sugh State, to be surren- 
dered torthwith on the demand of such State when the wart 
is ended. 

3. And be it further resolved, That it is the duty of the 
United States forthwith to surrender to the constituted au- 
thorities of the State of Texas all and any territory within 
the limits of that State, as the same are prescribed by the 
laws thereof, which may have been temporarily in the mill- 
tary occupation of the United States during the late war 
with Mexico.” 


A debate cecurred on this amendment in which 
Messrs. FOOTE, MASON, BERRIEN, DAVIS 
of Mississippi, 2ad BUTLER, took part, (and 
which, with ine whole debate on the bill will be 
published in the Appendix 

The question was then taken on Mr, Mason’s 
motion to strike out all after the enacting clause, 
and insert a substitute, and the result was a3 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Barnwell, Butler, Clemens, 
Davis of a meee So Houston, Hunter, King, Mason, Mor- 
ton, Rusk, Soulé, ‘Turney, and Yulee—14. 

NAYS—Messrs. Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Benton, Ber- 
tien, Bradbury, Bright, Cass, Chase, Clarke, Cooper, Davis 
of Massachusetts, Dawson, Dickinson, Dodge of Wisconsin, 


Dodge of Iowa, Ewing, Peich, Foote, Greene, 
Hale, lin Bangui, Nori Pearce, Phelps, Seward, 
eis 
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$0 the motion was not agreed to. 


Mr. ATCHISON. I now move to strike out 


the following proviso: 


« Previded, That five millions of said stock shall not be 


iaoed yatil the ereditors of the State holding bonds of Tex- 


gs for w 


frst file 
elaims ada’ 


at the Treasury of the United States releases of all 
inst the Uniled States for or on account of said 


ands. 
"The PRESIDENT. The Senator’s motion is 


not now in order; but the question will come up 


q the proviso when the bill shall have been re- | 
0 


sorted to the Senate. ‘ 
Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. Is it now in order to 


move to recommit the bill with the amendment || 


offered by the Senator from Kentucky? [Mr. Un- 


woo. } : 
obs PRESIDENT. Did 


ment f . 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. Idi, 
Mr. DOUGLAS. 

friend from lowa, that the motion which he de- 


sires to make can be made when the bill shall | 


have been reported to the Senate. — 
There being no further proposition to amend, 
the bill asamended was reported to the Senate. 
The PRESIDENT. The question now will be 
ypon concurring in the amendments made as in 
Committee of the Whole. 
The first amendment is the addition of the 
words “claim to” in the second article of the bill. 
After some remarks by Mr. TURNEY, the 
yeas and nays were called for and ordered. 
“Mr. BERRIEN moved to amend the amend- 
ment by inserting the words “title and” before 
the word * claim.’ 


Some discussion ensued, in. which Messrs. | 


WALKER, BERRIEN, and PEARCE took 
part. 

" The yeas and nays were then called for, and re- 
sulted as follow: 


YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Barnwell, Berrien, Butler, 
Clemens, Davis of Mississippi, Dawson, Dickinson, Foote, 


Houston, Hunter, King, Mason, Morten, Rusk, Sebastian, | 


Soulé, Turney, and Yulee—19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Badger, Baldwin, Benton, Bradbury, 
Bright, Chase, Clarke, Davis of Massachusetts, Dodge of 
Wisconsin, Dodge of Lowa, Douglas, Ewing, Felch, Greene, 
Hale, Hamlin, Norris, Pearce, Phelps, Seward, Smith, Spru- 
ance, Sturgeon, Underwood, Upham, Wales, Walker, and 
Winthrop—28. 


So the amendment to the amendment was re- 
jected. 
The question recurred on concurring in Mr. 


Barpwin’s amendment to insert the words ‘claim | 


to.” 
The yeas and nays were called for and ordered, 
and resulted as follow: 


YEAS—Mesers. Baldwin, Bradbury, Bright, Cass, Chase, | 
Clarke, Cooper, Davis of Massachusetts, Dodge of Wiscon- | 


sin, Dodge of Lowa, Douglas, Ewing, Feich,Greene, Hamlin, 
Norris, Phelps, Seward, Shields, Smith, Spruance, Stur- 
geon, Underwood, Upbam, Wales, Walker, Wiritecomb, and 
Winthrop—28. 

NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Barnwell, Benton, 
Berrien, Butler, Clemens, Davis of Mississippi, Dawson, 


Dickinson, Foote, Houston, Hunter, King, Mason, Morton, | 


Pearce, Rusk, Sebastian, Soulé, Turney, and Yulee—22. 

So the amendment was concurred in. 

_ The amendment to insert the words * claim to,” 
in the fourth article, was concurred in without a 
division. 

The question recurred on concurring in the 
amendment submitted by Mr. Pearce, to substi- 
tute the following proviso for that in the fifth arti- 
cle of the bill: 

“ Provided, That no more than five millions of said stock 
shail be issued until the ereditors of the State holding bonds 
and other eertifieates of stock of Texas for whieh duties on 
imports were specially pledged, shall first file at the Treasury 
of the United States releases of all claim against the United 
Ftates for or on account of said bonds or certificates, in such 
form as shall be prescribed by the Secretary of the Treasury 
and approved by the President of the United States.” 

_A conversation ensued in relation to this ques- 
tion, in which Messrs. ATCHISON, PEARCE, 
and the PRESIDENT took part. 

Mr. BRIGHT then expressed his views at some 
length; and was followed by Messrs. PEARCE, 
RUSK, ATCHISON, SHIELDS, DAWSON, 
and BRADBURY. 

The question was then taken on concurring in 
. amendment, and it resulted as follows: 
EAS—Messrs. Badger, Baldwin, Berrien, Bradbu 
Cass, Clarke, Clemen Cooper Davis of Musmsehanetin, 
wson, Dickinson, of Wisconsin, Dodge of Lowa, 


Fejeb, Foote, Greene, Hamlin, Hunter, King, Mor- 
9 ry “ e, » Hanter, ng, Mor 


Phelps, Sebastian, Seward, Shields, 
ere Sturgeon, Underwood, Upham, Wales, 


_ THE CONGR 


nich daties on imports were specially pledged, shall | 


the Senater from || 
lowa vote with the majority upon that amend- | 


I would suggest to my | 


ESSIONAL 


— 





| NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Benton, Bright, Butler, Davis | 
| of Mississippi, Douglas, Houston, Mason, Rusk, Soule, Tur- | 


|| ney, and Whitcomb—12. 


\| was concurred in. 
The next question was on concurring in the 
proviso which was added to the bill on the motion 
| of Mr. Mason, as follows: 
| Provided also, That nothing herein contained shall be 


| 
i 
| for annexing Texas tothe United States,’ approved March 


| formed out of the State of Texas or otherwise.” 
The amendment was concurred in. 


'| by substituting the line proposed by the compro- 
mise bill. 

The debate was further continued by Messrs, 
UNDERWOOD, DAVIS of Mississippi, RUSK 
and SHIELDS. 


’ 


|| by yeasand nays, and were: 

YEAS—Messrs. Baldwin, Bradbury, Chase, Clarke, 
Cooper, Davis of Massachusetts, Dodge of Wisconsin, 
|| Dodge of Iowa, Ewing, Fetch, Greene, Hamlin, Norris, 
\@Pheips, Seward, Shields, Smith, Spruance, Underwood, 
|} Upham, Wales, Walker, and Winthrop—23 
'| NAYS—Meesrs. Atchison, Badger, Barnwell, Bell, Ren- 


So the substitution of one proviso for the other 


| construed to impair or qualify anything contained in the | 
| third article of the seeond section of the ‘joint resolutions | 


| 1, 1845, either as regards the number of States that may be | 


Mr. UNDERWOOD moved to amend the bill | 


The question was then taken on the amendment | 


1} ton, Berrien, Bright, Butler, Cass, Clemens, Davis of Mis- | 


sissippi, Dawson, Dickinson, Douglas, Foote, Houston, 
Hunter, King, Mason, Morton, Pearce, Rusk, Sebastian, 
Soulé, Sturgeon, Turney, and Whitcomb—28. 

| othe amendment was rejectrd. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, moved to amend 
|| the bill by striking out the word ‘ ten,” in the 
|| thirty-sixth line, and inserting in lieu thereof 
|| ** six;’’soas to make the sum to be paid to Texas 
| six millions of dollars instead of ten millions. 

The amendment was debated by Messrs. DA- 
i| VIS, of Massachusetts, COOPER, and HALE. 
i] Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, asked for the 
|| yeas and nays, and they were ordered. 
|| The question was then taken, and the amend- 
| ment was rejected, as follows: 


t YEAS—Messrs. Baldwin, Bright, Chase, Clarke, Davis 


|| lin, Norris, Phelps, Seward, Spruance, Turney, Underwood, 
|| Uphain, Wales, Watker, Whitcomb, and Winthrop—20. 


| NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Bell, Berrien, Cass, | 


| Clemens, Cooper, Davis of Mississippi, Dawson, Dickin- 
son, Dodge of Iowa, Douglas, Ewing, Foote, Houston, 


| Huster, King, Mason, Morton, Pearce, Rusk, Sebastian, | 


|| Shields, Smith, Sturgeon, and Yulee—26. 
i| Mr. EWING moved the amendment which he 
|| submitted when the bill was under consideration 


i} 


|| as in Committee of the Whole yesterday, so as to 
make the first article read as follows: 

‘¢ First. The State of Texas will agree that her boundary 
on the north shail commence at the point at which the 
meridian of 100° west from Greenwich crosses the Red 
river, being the southwest angle on the line designated be- 
tween the United States and Mexico, and the same angle on 
the line of the terfitory set apart for the Indians of the Uni- 
ted States; thence southwestwardly to the most northerly 
point of the dam across the Rio Bravo del Norte, which 
supplies with water the irrigating canal which supplies the 
town of El Paso with water; and thence, with the channel 
of said river, to the Gulf of Mexico.” 


He asked for the yeas and nays, and they were 
ordered, and were as follow: 


|  YEAS—Messrs, Baldwin, Benton, Bradbury, Bright, 

Chase, Clarke, Davis of Massachusetts, Dodge of Wiscon- 
| sin, Ewing, Greene, Hale, Hamlin, Norris, Phelps, Seward, 
Shields, Smith, Spruanece, Underwood, Upham, Wales, 
Walker, Whitcomb, and Winthrop—24. 

NAYS —Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Barnwell, Bell, Rer- 
rieu, Butler, Cass, Clemens, Davis of Mississippi, Dawson, 
Dickinson, Dodge of Iowa, Douglas, Foote, Houston, Hun- 
| ter, King, Mason, Morton, Pearce, Rusk, Sebastian, Soulé, 
| Sturgeon, Turney,and Yulee—26. 


| Mr.SEBASTIAN. I desire to offer the follow- 
| ing amendment, to come after the word ‘‘agree- 
| ment,” at the close of the second article: 

| ¢On the condition that the territory hereby ceded may be 
| 

| 

} 


at the proper time formed into a State, and admitted into 
the Union with a constitation with or without the prohibi- 
tion of slavery therein, as the 
may at the time determine.” 
| The debate was continued by Messrs. FOOTE, 
| SEBASTIAN, DOUGLAS, and BENTON, 
when— 

Mr. SOULE asked for the yeas and nays on the 
amendment, 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and the ques- 
| tion being taken, the amendment was rejected, as 


people of the said territory 


follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Barnwell, Bell, Berrien, Bat- 
ler, Clemens, Davis of Mississippi, Dawson, Dodge o 
lowa, Foote, Hunter, King, Mason, Morton, Rusk, Sebas- 
tian, Soulé Turney, and Yulee—19, 


NAYS—Messrs. Badger, Baldwin, Bradbury, Bright, C. 
Chase, Cee Ce Davis of Mavsachusetin, Dickinson, 
Dodge of Wi , Bwing, Feich, Greene, Hale, Haulin 
'| Norris, Pearce, Phelps, Seward, Shields, Smith, 5 


, 
; 


pruange 


of Massachusetts, Dodge of Wisconsin, Feich,Greene, Ham- | 





GLOBE. 





Sturgeon, Underwood, Upham, Wales, Walker, and Win- 
throp—29, 

The question was then stated to be on ordering 
the bill to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. SEWARD asked for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. BRADBURY gave the reasons which 
should influence his vote. 

The question was then taken, and the bill was 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Badger, Bell, Berrien, Bradbury, Cass, 
Clarke, Clemens, Cooper, Davis of Massachusetta, Dawson, 
Dickinson, Dodge of fowa, Dougias, Feich, Foote, Greene, 
Houston, King, Norris, Pearce, Phelps, Rusk, Shields, 
Smith, Sturgeon, Wales, and Winthrop—27. 

NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Baldwin, Barnwell, Benton, 
Bright, Butier, Chase, Davis of Missixsippi, Dodge of Wis- 
cousin, Ewing, Hale, Hamlin, Hunter, Mason, Morton, 
Seward, Soulé, Spruance, {Turney, Underwuod, Upham, 
Walker, Whitcomb, and Yalee—%. 

Mr. PEARCE. I ask that the bill may now 
have its third reading. 

Mr. YULEE. Do I understand the Chair that 
it is in order fomphe bill to have more than one 
reading the same day? 

The PRESIDENT. It is not in order to read 
it more than once on the same day if objected to. 
This bill was read two separate times a week ago, 
on the day on which it was introduced. 

Mr. YULEE. But has it been engrossed since 
it was amended ? 

Mr. BADGER. The bill is engrossed. 

Mr. YULEE. The question on engrossment is 
one question, and I supposed that the bill would 
come up the next day for its third reading. 

Mr. BERRIEN. I understand the rule to be, 
that the bill must be read three times on two sepa- 
rate days. This bill has been read twice before, 
and if 1t is engrossed it can certainly be put upon 
its passage now. 

The PRESIDENT. There can be no question 
about the propriety of the order of proceeding. 
The bill has been read twice on a previous day, 
has been ordered to be engrossed, and, being en- 


| grossed, it is now presented to the Senate for its 


|} third reading. 


The Senate can postpone it antil 
to-morrow if it chooses to do so. 
Mr. YULEE. I merely desire to call the atten- 


| tion of the Senate to the fact that we are very far 





| Ewing, Hale, Hunter, Mason, 


from having a full Senate. The last vote was but 
27 to 24. 

Mr. BADGER. The absentees have paired off. 

Mr. YULEE. How do you know? 

Mr. CLEMENS. I move that the Senate do 
now adjourn. I cannot see the necessity for this 
bill going through in such a hurry. IL have voted 
for it thus far, but I think it might as well haveits 
final disposition to-morrow. 

Mr. FOOTE. Several Senators will be com- 
pelled to go away before then. 

The question being taken on the motion to ad- 
journ, it was negatived. 

The bill was then read a third time, and th 
question was stated, ** Shall the bill pass?” 


Mr. BRADBURY called for the yeas and nays 


| and they were ordered, and were as follow: 


YEAS—Mezssra. Badger, Bell, Berrien, Bradbury, Bright, 


| Cass, Claike, Clemens, Cooper, Davis of Massuchuvsetia, 
| Dawson, Dickinson, Dodge of lowa, Douglas, Feich, Foote, 


Greene, Houston, King, Norris, Pearce, Phelps, Rusk, 
Shields, Smith, Spruance, Sturgeon, Wales, Whitcomb, and 


Winthrop—, 


NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Baldwin, Barnwell, Benton, 
Butler, Chase, Davis of Mississippi, Dodge of Wisconsin, 
Morton, Seward, Soule¢, 
Turney, Underwood, Upham, Walker, and Yulee—20. 


So the bill was passed, and is as follows: 

A Bitt proposing to the State of Texas the establistment of 
her northern and western boundaries, the relinquishmen, 
by the said State of all territory claimed by ber exterior to 
said boundaries, and of all ber claims upon the United 
States. 


Be it enacted, §c., That the following propositions shall be 


and the same hereby are offered to the State of Texas, which, 


when agreed to by the said “tate, in an act passed by the 
General Assembly, shall be binding and obligatory upon the 
United States and upon the said State of Texas. Provided, 
That the said agreement by the said General Assembly shall 
be given on or before the Ist day of December, 1850. 

First. The State of ‘Texas will agree that her boundary 
on (he north shall commence at the po: nt at which the me- 
ridian of one hundred degrees west from Greenwich is in- 
tersected by the parallel of thirty-six degrees and thirty 
minutes north latitude, and shall run from said point due 
west to the meridian of one hundred and three degrees west 
from Greenwich ; thence ber boundary shall run due south 
to the thirty-second degree of north latitude ; thence on the 
said parallel of thirty-two degrees of north latitude to the 
Rio Bravo del esas and thence with the channei of said 

i o the Gulf of Mexico. 
ae The State of Texas cedes to the United States 
all her claim to territory exterior to the limits and beundaries 
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which she agrees to establish by the first article of this 
agreement. 

Viurd, ‘The State of Texas relinquishes all claim upon 
the United States for liability for the debts of Texas, and for 
compensation or indemnity for the surrender to the United 
Siaics of ber ships, forts, arsenals, custom-houses, custom- 
houee revenue, arms and munitions of war, and public 
buildings, with their ites, which became the property of the 
United States at the time of annexation. 

Fourth. The United States, in consideration of said es- 
tablishment of boundaries, cession of claim to territory, and 


relinquishment of claims, will pay to the State of Texas the | 


sum often millions of dollars, in astock bearing five per cent. 
interest, and redeemable at the end of fourteen years, the 
interest payable half-yearly at the Treasury of the United 
States. = 

Pifih. Trmediately after the President of the United 


States shall have been furnished with an authentic cepy of | 
the aci of the General Assembly of Texas accepting these | 
propositions, he shall cause the stock to be issued in favor | 
of the State of Texas, as provided for in the fourth article of | 
Provided, That not more than five millions of | 


agreement. 
said stock eball be issued until the crediiors of the State 
holding bonds and other certificates of stock of Texas for 
which duties on imports were specially pledged, shall first 
file nt the Treasury of the United States releases of all claim 
against the United States for or on account of said bonds or 


certificates, in such form as shall be prescribed by the Secre- | 


tary of the Treasury, and approved by the President of the 
United States: Provided, also, ‘That nothigpherein contained 
shall be construed to impair or qualify anything contained 
in the third article of the second section of the joint resolu- 


tion for annexing Texas to the United States, approved | 
Marcel 1, 1845, either as regards the number of States that | 
may hereafter be formed out the State of Texas or other- | 


wise. 


The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturpay, Jugust 10, 1850. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
ESTATE OF THE LATE HON. D. P. KING. 


Mr. ROCKWELL, by unanimous consent, in- 
troduced the following resolution; which was read 
and adopted: 


Resolved, That the Speaker be directed to pay to George 
B. Loring, attorney on part of the administrators of Daniel 


P. King, deceased, late a member of this House, from the || 


State of Massachusetts, the balance that was due to the 
said deceased-for per diem and mileage up to, and including, 
July 25, 1850, the day of his death. 

Mr. BAYLY moved that the House resolve it- 
self into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 


Mr. NELSON moved that the House resolve |! 


itself into Committee of the Whole on the Private 
Calender. 


The SPEAKER stated that, as this was private | 


bill day, by the rules, the motion of the gentleman 
from New York [Mr, Nexison} would be entitled 
to priority. 

Mr, WHITE rose and put an inquiry to the 


Speaker, of which the reporter could not hear a | 
word; but the purport of which may be inferred | 


from the Speaker’s reply. 


The SPEAKER said, that the House could not || 


peane to the consideration of business on the 
peaker’s table, until after the expiration of the 
morning hour; and on this day the morning hour 


did not commence until after the private bills on || 


the Speaker’s table had been disposed of. If the | 


House did not go into committee, the first busi- || 


ness in order would be private bills on the Speak- 
er’s table. 


ALLOLAH. 


Mr. HARLAN appealed to the House to | 


take immediate action upon the bill which had 
heretofore been referred to the Committee of the 


Whole, entitled “A bill for the relief of Aliolah, | 


his legel representatives, and their grantees."’ 


Mr. Bayiy and Mr, Newson having on the sug- | 


gestion of the Speaker waived their motions— 


Mr. HARLAN, by unanimous consept, said | 
a few words in explanation of the object of the | 


bitl—of which not the first word could be heard 
by the reporter. 

No objection having been made, 

Mr. H. moved that the Committee of the Whole 
be discharged from the further consideration of the 
said bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Aad the bill was read a third time and passed. 

Mr. BAYLY and Mr. NELSON then renewed 
their respective motions. 

The SPEAKER stated the question to be, first 
on the motion of Mr. Newson, that the House re- 
solve itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
Private Calendar. ' 

Mr. DANIEL asked the yeas and nays; which 
were refused. . 


- a 








a 





The House refused to go into Committee of the 
W hoie on the Private Calendar. 
BOUNDARY OF TEXAS. 


| 
i 
| in the negative. 


| Dicxins, Esq., Secretary, informing the House 
that the Senate had passed a bill proposing to the 
State of Texas the establishment of her northern 
and western boundaries, the relinquishment by 
the said State of all the territory claimed by her 


‘ 
| 

| 

i! 

} 

| 

} 

| upon the United States. 

‘|| ‘The question then recurred on the motion of 
Mr. Bayry, that the House resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. INGE inquired of the Speaker whether, if 

that motion should be voted down, it would be in 
| order to move to proceed to the consideration of 
business on the Speaker’s table? 

TheSPEAKER. The Chair has already stated 
| that the motion is not in order. This is private 
\| bill day. If the House should refuse to go into 
|| committee, private bills on the Speaker’s table 
|| must be disposed of. After that the morning 
hour would commence, and after that the House 
could proceed to the consideration of business on 
|| the Speaker’s table. 

Mr. INGE. ‘Then I hope the House will take 

| that course. 

| The question was then taken on the motion of 

|| Mr. Bary, and decided in the affirmative. 


GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

So the House resolved itself into Committee of 
|| the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Burt, 
|| of South Carolina, in the chair,) and resumed the 
|| consideration of the bill making appropriations for 
|| the civil and diplomatic expenses of the Govern- 
|| ment for the current fiscal year. * 

'| Mr. HOUSTON, who held the floor from yes- 


| will appear in the Appendix. 

Mr. MOORE said, that he should follow the 
example of his honorable friend from Mississippi, 
{[Mr. Brown,] by saying a very few words upon 


cently transmitted to this: House, instead of dis- 
|| eussing the appropriation bill, which was more 
properly before the committee; and that honor- 
able gentleman, in the remarks which he made 
upon this subject day before yesterday, was, to 


the President for having sent to this House what 
he considered, and said, was a ‘‘ very extraordi- 
pary document.”” ‘That gentleman, in the torrent 
of abuse which he heaped vpon the President, 
| was strangely forgetful of facts and circumstances 
which had recently transpired in Our country. 
He appeard to overlook entirely a communication 
| from the Governor of Texas to the Representa- 
tives of that State upon this floor, which commu- 
| nication was dated but one day previous to the 
letter which he had addressed to this Government, 
and had been transmitted by the President of this 
House, and which communication, so addressed 
to those Representatives, contained threats of mil- 
itary force and violence against any power that 
might attempt to prevent her from taking posses- 
sion of a Territory now held by the General Gov- 
ernment; and, sir, when the President sent to 
|| this House his message upon this subject, at a 
time when these threats upon the part of Texas 
| were before the country, was he not justified—nay, 
indeed, was he not bound by every sense of duty 
to say to the Representatives of the other States 
of this Union, and who are now assembled here, 
what would be his course of action in case the 
| threats of violence, which were menaced in that 
|| communication, were attempted on the part of Tex- 
|, as? Sir, there can be but one opinion on this subject, 
|| and it is, that the President has but done his duty 
| thus far in this matter, and nineteen-twentieths of 
|| the people of this country will not only sustain 
|| him-.in that message, but will also sustain him in 
|| carrying out the position he has thus assumed, if 
H cireamstances shall ever rendéf it necessary for 
|| him to do so, 
|| He should not have trespassed at all upon the 
|| attention of this committee, if it had not been 
| for the very singular doctrines advanced, and 


| lan used by some of the honorable gentle- 
men who have addressed the committee upon the 
subject of this message of the President. Can it 





terday, resumed and concluded his remarks, which i] 


the subject of the message of the President re- | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


And the question having been taken and decided || be possible, sir, that those 


| exterior to said boundaries, and of all her claims || 


| 


} 
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ntlemen h 
tain anything towards a pescenble-ectien.?,t 
this question of boundary, by the enunciati " 


such sentiments, and such doctrines, as thoy kane 


| here promulgated? Why, sir, some of them tal 


this matter; that Texas has only to assert }, 
claim to a certain line of boundary, and it is = 
son upon the part of New Mexico, or the United 
States, to doubt or question that claim for » - 
ment. They talk as if this question of boundar, 
never was a disputed question before, and ate 
| United States is now assuming upon herself g 
duty in the settlement of this boundary, which 
she has no right to assume in any other may 
_ner than to quietly pay over to Texas wher. 
| ever she may see fit to demand, for the territory 
now in dispute. Sir, I can only speak for mys t 
_ in this matter, and I now say, that in my spinon 
a more baseless and unfounded claim to teriitor, 
or property of any kind, was never made by ap 
individual, State, or country, than is thus se u 
| by Texas to this territory. And let me further 
say, that I nevér knew a claim, even a good one 
more audaciously asserted and demanded thay ne 
done in this case by the position which Texas 
has seen fit to assume. And here let me also 
say, that while | may perhaps be willing to yor 
for a reasonable sum to Texas in the settlement of 
this question, not one dollar of it would I vote ag 
a remuneration for the territory which she thys 


| A message was received from the Senate, by A. | as if the United States have no right whatever, in 





| 


| 


} 


| 





| 
| 


|| one at that time. 
H 


claims; but because I feel that, having annexed 
| that State to this Union, and taken ail her meang 
| of revenue, we are In a measure at least equi. 
| tably, if not legally, responsible for the debts dye 
| from her at that time,and for the liquidation of 
which debts those revenues were pledged. 
| Why, Mr. Chairman, Texas herself knew that 
| at the time of her annexation to this Union, her 
claim to the Santa Fé country was doubted, and 
; questioned by almost every State in the Union, 
Indeed, she acknowledged this, by acceding to the 
terms.of annexation. By the annexation resoly- 
| tions, it was stipulated that “said State to be 
| formed subject to the adjustment of all questions 
| of boundary which may arise with other Govern- 
ments.” Now, sir, here is an acknowledgment 
upon her part that this question was an unsetiled 
And, sir, you will perceive that 
it does not refer to merely a single question of 


| boundary between that State and Mexico, as some 


' ‘ , | of the honorable gentlemen would have us believe, 
say the least, very violent.in his denunciations of || 


but to ‘all questions of boundary which may 
arise with other Governments.”? And whit does 
the Governor of Texas himself say upon this sub- 
ject, in his recent communication? Why, that 
| Texas ‘would soon have eonquered her boundary to 
| her whole exlent;’’ thus admitting that she had not 
done it, but that she would have done it, if cir- 
cumstances had not prevented her. And, Mr. 
Chairman, what does history say of this matter? 
In 1836, General Jackson dispatched an agent of 
| the United States to Texas, who wrote home to 
| this Government in August of that year, that ‘ the 
political limits of Texas proper, previous to the 
| last revolution were, the Nueces river on the west, 
along the Red river on the north, the Sabine on 
the east, and the Gulf of Mexico on the south. 
And he further says: ‘ It was the intention of this 
| * government (Texas) immediately after the battle 
‘of San Jacinto, to have claimed from the mouth of 
‘ the Rio Grande along that river to the 30th degree of 
‘ north latitude and thence due west to the Pacific. t 
‘ was found, however, that this would not strike a 
‘ convenient point in California, that it would be dif- 
‘ ficult to control a wandering population so distant, 
‘and that the territory now determined upon, would 
‘be sufficient for a young republic.” ell now, 
sir, is not this cool? Was it not a modest position 
for Texas to assume? We at first thought we 
would take or claim a much larger portion of the land 
or —— of Mexico, but finding that it would prob- 
ably be difficult for us to get it, or to keep it and gov- 
ern it after we did get it, we concluded that we would 
_onlytake somuch! And, sir, istherea gentleman on 
this floor who will pretend to say that Texas ever 
conquéred or had in her possession one foot of the 
territory whichis nowindispute? No sir, | appre- 











| 


hend there is not one who will assume this posi- 
tion! Why, sir, when the Tyler treaty of annex- 
ation was before the Senate, what was said and 


done at that time upon this subject? Was aie 
treaty rejected by an overwhelming majority 
didnt Colonel Beaton at that teme expose the 
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ver faleitY of the claim of Texas to the Rio 


Grande? And Silas Wright also, who was in the 


treaty, what did hé say upon the subject? Ina 
jeter to his constituents shortly after the rejection 


of that treaty, he said: 

«| felt it my duty to vote against the ratification of the 
rreaty for the annexation. I believed that the treaty, from 
te boundaries that must be implied from it, embraced a 
oeaitY to which Texas had no claim, over which she had 
never asserted jurisdiction, and which she had no right to 
le A appeared to me then (he continued,) if Mex- 
oe should tell us, *We don’t know you—we have no 
> uy to make with you,’—and we were left to take posses- 
hy force, we must take the country as Texas had ceded 
jtto us, and in doing that, we must do injustice to Mexico, and 
foke a large portion of New Mezico, the people of which have 
gever been under the jurisdiction of Texas. This to me was 


; ountable barrier—TI could not place the country in || , 
en insurm / upon which the Government had acted from its || just economy requires that all its creditors should 


thal posttion.”? 


| 
| 
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| 


Genate at that time, and who voted against that || sioned the original expenditure. Said it was oc- 
= _ casioned by the encroachments of Great Britain | 


i 
j 
| 
| 


Une. _ 


1557 


He explained the object and effect of the amend- ! He contended the general rule ought not to be ap- 
’ 
| 














ment, and stated the circumstances which occa- || plied in this case, that “the Government pays no 


| Interest;’’ if the ground on which the rule rests is, 


| ac that the Government is always ready and willing to 
or the Canadian authorities upon our Northeastern || meet its obligations, inasmuch as the reason of the 


| frontier, and grew out of the same boundary ques- || rule does not exist and has no foundation in fact. 


tion which compelled, the State of Maing to call || In this case the claim was presented in a proper 
out a much larger number of troops and much | manner, with all the vouchers and proofs to sustain 


|| heavier expenses about the same time. | it, and payment was withheld by the party bound 


|| Of the contingent expenses of the Government; 
| and he thought so small a claim ought to be set- 


And, sir, with all these matters of fact and his- 


tory before her—with these views of some of the | 


most eminent statesmen of our country upon the 
subject of her boundary, she being so eager and 
anxious to getinto the Union, could not wait until 
that annexation could be consummated in a con- 
stitutional manner, but consented, nay not only 


consented, but connived at what 1s considered by | 
many the unconstitutional manner of her annexa- | 
tion, by a simple resolution, and by the terms of |) 


those resolutions admitted the doubt of her right | 
to the territory, and gave the settlement of that | 


question to the Federal Government! And now, 


sir, while this question is yet unsettled, she de- || which had occurred without the fault of any one || tic violence,—an agent to perform a duty of the 


clares, through her Executive officer in a commu- 
nication to her Representatives on this floor, her 


} 


He was induced to offer the amendment to this || to pay for thirteen years, against the consent of 


; bill, as he conceived it to be strictly in order as one || the party.to whom it was due. If there had been 


any laches or delays onthe part of the State, there 
might be some color of objection to the amend- 
tled and cancelled some time during the generation || ment, but the omission to pay cannot be imputed 
within which it occurred, if it was manifestly || to any neglect’on her part—it must lie elsewhere. 
just in itself, and involved no principles but those || Admit that the practice of the Government and 


| first organization—no principle but one which had || promptly demand their dues, or forego all claim of 


been settled over and over again in analogous cases || interest; but in this case the State presented her 
and been repeatedly recognized by Congress. claim thirteen years before she could obtain it, and 
The amount the State would receive under the || almost every dollar of the interest now claimed 
amendment, he contended, if it should be adopted, || has been paid by the State, after asking to be re- 
would be but a small part of the interest-money || imbursed for moneys paid out, which the Govern- 
contributed by the State through the General Gov- || ment should have furnished in the first instance, 
ernment to individuals, cities, and States, in other || by its own confession, as proved by the act of last 
cases, and where the distinction between those || session. 
cases and this, orin many of them, certainly on || The Government has decided that it had the 
the score of justice and equity, was entirely in |-State’s money—it has in fact acknowledged the 
favor of the claim of the State. He then cited in- | State to have been its agent to carry into effect that 


) || stances in illustration of this proposition. provision of the Constitution which guaranties to 
what is her position upon this subject? Why, || 


The circumstances in the history of the case || every State protection against invasion and domes- 


| perhaps, but which had occasioned a loss to the || General Government, which is not left to infer- 


determination to seize upon the very territory in || 
dispute, not one inch of which did she ever have 


in her possession, and threatens to do iteven if she 
has to resist the force and authority of the General 


Government in so doing! And, sir, because the | 


President, in transmitting to this House his recent || 


| 


message upon this subject, has seen fit to in- | 
form the country that he will discharge the duty | 


devolved upon him by the Constitution, in case 
that State shall attempt to carry out her threats, 
he is denounced, and vilified, and abused, in the 
most bitter terms, and charged with having drawn 
the sword on one of the States of the Union! And 


State, might, he said, have some influence in in- |, ence, but imposed in express terms in the fourth 
ducing the House to act promptly upon the sub- || section of the fourth article of the Constitution; 
ject, and not to take such a course as will resultin || and important service has been proved to have 


| committing the whole subject to the calendar, there | been rendered the United States through this 


to be stifled and smothered year after year, Con- | agency. 

gress after Congress, for an indefinite period of | If the Government employs an agent, is it not 

time. bound to indemnify that agent against all actual, 
Fourteen or fifteen years ago, the State advanced | unavoidable losses; especially if it shall have occa- 


| for the United States about six thousand dollars, | sioned those losses by its own laches, and shall in 
|| to pay the expenses of her militia, called out, in | addition have profited by them—have saved to it- 


the language of the act of the Jast session, ‘‘ to re- || self the same amount of interest it shall have con- 


| pel invasion and suppress insurrection at Indian | strained its agent to pay? The Government has 
| Stream, in the county of Coos, in said State.”’ been paying interest ever since the State has been 


the gentlemen who make these denunciations have |, 
no words of the same kind for Texas; oh, no! | 


she may bully, and threaten, and even meditate 
treason against the General Government, and it is 


allright! But when that Government, through | 


its executive officer, intimates what it will do if 
that State attempts to carry its threats into execu- 
tion, then we havevall at once a general howl of 


indignation!—* a cry of State sovereignty viola- | 


ted;” of * the civil rights and liberty of the peo- 
ple invaded;” and closing with a general curse 


freemen. 


Sir, | have no warnings to give, no threats to | 


offer; but | have this to say, that if, before this 
= shall be peaceably settled between the 
zeneral Government and Texas, she shall commit 
a single overt act of hostility, as she threatens to 
do, so far as my vote can effect it, from that mo- 
ment shall all peaceable negotiations for the set- 
tlement of it cease. 

Mr. HARALSON then obtained the floor, and 
addressed the committee (in a speech which will 
be found in the Appendix,) on the Territorial ques- 
tion generally. 

Mr. H. having concluded, 

Mr, PEASLEE obtained the floor, and said 


that he had an amendment which he intended to | 


offer to the bill now before the committee, and as 
it related to the business of the House and con- 
cerned the State he had the honor in part to rep- 
resent, he asked the attention of the committee, 


| 





i} 
| 
| 


The Federal Government was responsible for endeavoring to obtain its just debt; and shall the 
this expenditure, and should have furnished the | Government take advantage of its own wrong? 
money in the first instance; or if it omitted to do | Had it fulfilled its obligations to the State at the 
so, was most clearly bound to repay it on demand. || time it was bound to, it would have had to pay 
The expenses were all exceedingly low. Every- | the same amount of additional interest elsewhere, 
thing was done in the most economical manner pos- that it has compelled the State to pay for its use 


| sible. Measures far more economical than is usual, || and benefit, and that is now asked to be returned 


far more economical than those of the United | to the State. Had it promptly paid the State one 
States, were adopted, and the General Government || third or one half the amount due, when it was 
had the benefit of that economy. demanded, the State would haye been as fully in- 

The rights of the State and of the United States || demnified as it is now or will be unless this amend- 


| were maintained. Citizens living within the dis- || ment is adopted, for the interest is about the game 
upon the Union as being unworthy the support of | 


puted territory were defended from being dragged || as the principal. What is then a just indemnifi- 
from their homes by armed men toa foreign Jand, | cation of a wrong? Is it a reparation of half the 
to be tried for treason, accused of no other crime | wrong? Is that man saved harmless from injury 
than in fact of maintaining the laws of their coun- | who is left to bear half the injury himself?, 


| try; their families protected from violence; the fur- | The Government, he contended, was as much 
_ ther effusion of bloodshed prevented; and the juris- | bound to fully indemnify the State, as it would be 


while he made a few remarks in explanation of it. |, 


The following was the amendment: 


“Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the Secreta 
of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed 
pte: the State of New Hain interest at the rate of 
Ba per centum per annum on the amount paid out by said 
an 'n eighteen hundred and thirty-six and eighteen bun 

red and thirty-seven, for military expenses in repelling in- 
ysiow and suppressing insurrection at Indian in 
said State, from the time of payment until the principal sum 
Was repaid y by United States, and to pay the amount as- 
of sag seen na Baconting ait thousand dollars, out 
Presta 2 Treasury not otherwise appropriated : 


* 


| 


diction of the F'nited States vindicated; peace if it had employed any foreign Government its 
and order restored, and all at an expense of only agent, and perhaps even more so, for if this claim 
about six thousand dollars. Immediately after the || was paid, it would be but a small portion of the 
payment of these expenses by the State, the Gov- | interest-money the State had contributed through 
ernor transmitted her accounts and vouchers to the || the General Government in other cases. Ever 
President, and he communicated them to Congress _ since the organization of the Government, scarcely 
in February, 1837, and particularly called its at- || a single Congress has passed, but more or less 


| tention to the subject. But owing to the want of! appropriations were made for the payment of in- 


time, or to the fact that the calendar is never || terest; and for the State to lose all interest money, 
called, the claim or bill lay before Congress for | she pays out directly for the Government, as in 
thirteen years, without ever being considered or || this instance, but, in addition to be compelled to 
acted upon by the House, except referring it to || contribute to pay it back to other States and cities 
some of the appropriate standing committees, and || in like cases, would strongly illustrate the moral 
those committees repeatedly reporting in favor || of the fable of the lion’s den, where the tracks were 
of its allowance, as an act of clear and obvious || all one way. 
justice to the State. In the mean time a number of | Such a course, he said, was not only manifestly 
bills passed the Senate, aftera full investigation of | unjust, but most impolitic; for the time might 
all the facts; but these bills shared the same fate as | come when the Federal Government might require 
did all those originating in the House, for twelve | similar advances, and there might be danger of 
or thirteen years. They were just put to sleep on | the requisition not being so cheerfully complied 
the calendar, and there died with the Congress in || with as it would be, if all were to share alike in 
which they originated. || the benefits of the Government, as well as in sacri- 
Owing to these delays and want of action, the | fices to.it. He contended, that if the Government 
State was subjected not only to expense in proge- || should be unable to extend at any time its shield 
cuting her claim before , but also to addi- | of protection over all its extremities, that in such a 
tional expense before the departments, owing to || crisis those States which patriotically come forward 
the loss by the Government of the original vouch- || and furnished men and money for either the 
ers sent to it for settlement, and a small part of the | particular or general defence against a foreign 
claim may never be paid, as some of the soldiers || enemy, should be sure of a just and fair compen- 
have died, and new receipts cannot be obtained. |! sation. 
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which it has itself.occasioned, and leaves the State | 
to diminich its own resources to resist an enemy | 


nee 


ve 


Vi 


upon it, that it shall be at least repaid what it has | 
properly paid out, in consequence of its taking the | 
place of the United States. 

Without intending to impute any fault to the 
Government, he insisted that the State was obliged 
to cajl out her troops and be at the expense she 
was, in consequence of the act of the General Gov- 
ernment, which broughtabout the submission and 
award’ of the King of the Netherlands. It was 
this absurd award which gave the Territory to | 
Great Britain, but which was promptly rejected 
by the United States, and finally by Great Britain, | 
thut occasioned Great Britain to get up her pre- 
tended claim, although New Hampshire had 
always previously exercised undisputed jurisdic- 
tion. The territory now is conceded on all hands 
to belong to the United States. It was the extraordi- 
nary position in which New Hampshire was placed 
by the General Government itself, that constrained 
her to cali out a small military force to prevent her | 
citizens from being massacred, and to defend the 
territory which was as clearly hers as any with- 
in her limits. He referred to all the reports of 
the committees of this House, to prove thathe was 
sustained in this position. 

The State having full confidence in the justice 
of the Government, under such circumstances, 
made advances of two kinds—one of principal to | 
pay these expenses as they occurred, the other of 
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one has been ackncewledged to be a just charge; | 
the other is supported by reason and precedent. | 
During the war of 1812, all those cities and States 
which advanced enough to pay their militia for 
their particular defence, and paid interest on that 
money, have had it refunded to them. Pennsy!l- 
vania, Virginia, New York, Maryland, South 
Carolina, Delaware, the cities of Baltimore and 
Mobile, bave all had special acts passed in their 
favor, allowing them the interest-money paid out 
by them to defray the expense of their militia and 
volunteers called out for their particular defence. 
During the last Congress, an act was passed in | 
favor of the State of Alabama, allowing her inter- 
est on advances made by her in the suppression of 
Creek hostilities, she having lost the interest, or 
paid it out. In the Florida loans, too, the Secre- 
tary of War allowed interest on advances for sup- 
plies furnished, and expenses incurred in defence 
ofthe inhabitants. Healso alluded to the joint 
resolution of Congress of 1784, allowing interest 
to creditors of the Government from the time the 
payment became due; to the act of 1790, when the 
Government fanded its owr debi, and assumed | 
the debts of the States, and took upon itself not 
only the principal, but the intérest of those debts; 
and where individuals holding the obligation of 
the States bearing interest, were paid not only the 
principal, but interest, by the General Govern- 
ment. He cited the action and practice of the | 
Government fora jong period of time in regard to 
paying interest in similar cases, and contended 
thet it was perfectly clear that New Hampshire 
should be allowed her claim, if the same measure 
Of juatice was to be meted out to her, that had | 
been measured out to her sister States. She sued 
not for favor, he said, but for equal justice. She 
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ciple, or inftin nt of the laws of her country. 

The principle applicable in her case had been 
settled over and over again, and was well stated by | 
Attorney General Wirt, in his decision on the 
Virginia case. It was this: the United States are 
bound by the relation which subsists between the | 
General Government and the State governments, | 
to make provision for the defence of the several | 
States, 

When the United States shall fail to make such 
provision, and a State shall provide the means of 
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thus incurred becomes a debt against the United | 
States which it is bound to reimburee. : 
> Tf the expenditure is supplied from its own | 
treasury and the State pays no interest, then 

the Government returns the principal without in- | 
terest; but if, from the condition of its own finan. 
ces, the State borrows money on account of these | 
advances, and incurs a debt ing interest, such | 


a debt becomes essentially a debt of the United | 


defence from its own resources, the expenditure | 
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All the States should alike know, and feel, that H States, and both principal and interest is to be 
if the General Government omits to repel attacks | paid by the United States. 


| 
| 





The principle is, that the State shall be indem- 
nified not only as to the original expenditure, but 


which the Government by iisown acts has brought || the damage it has been put to by reason of the 


expenditure; the measure of damages being the || 
interest she shall have paid out or Jost from sale of || 
| stocks grawing interest. 


No matter whether the money was borrowed 
by the State before the expenditure was made 
and continued in consequence of the expenditure, 
or borrowed at the precise time it occurred and 
the identical dollars actually paid to the troops or 
for supplies furnished, or borrowed to replace 
money which was in its treasury for domestic 
purposes but being taken out for the use and ben- 
efit of the United States, the State was obliged to 
borrow other money for those domestic purposes; 
the principle appertainable in all these cases is the 
same, that is, that the State shall be made whole 


as to the amount it has actually paid out for inter- | 


est, in consequence of her taking the place of the 
United States. ' 

The limitation in the amendment proposed (he 
said) restricts the Secretary of the Treasury from 
paying the State interest for any larger sum than 
the State was paying interest for at such time, and 
secures to the United States the benefit of those 


periods when the Treasury was full, from money || |! ¥ os 
| Shire, a petition from citizens of Massachusetts, a 
| petition from citizens of Pennsylvania, and a pei). 


drawn from the pockets of her people. 
He alluded to the question of the amendment’s 


_ being in order, and cited cases with a view to show 


; 


money it paid for interest on those advances. The || 


that it was strictly in order, under the rules of the 
House, and said, the same reasoning which would 
exclude it would exclude more than half of the 
items in our annual appropriation bills, and re- 
duce them to a bare skeleton to what they were. 
That if it was not in order we could not pay fora 
regiment of men called todefend the Capitol or a 
custom-house built. 


the State in the matter, show the amendment to be 


in order, and makes it a debt to be provided for | 


and paid. 

The subsequent ratification by Congress was 
the same as if original authority had been given, 
and places the whole expenditure on the same 
ground. 

- Believing, then, that the amendment involved 
no new principle, either of construction or law, 
but that it was sustained on every point by reason, 


justice, and an abundance of precedents, he hoped | 


it would commend itself to the approbation of the 


| committee and House. 


[A full report of Mr. P.’s remarks will appear 


| in the Appendix.] 


| during his hour. 


Mr. WOODWARD addressed the committee 


instituted a comparison between the proposition 


| known asthe ** Clayton compromise,” and the re- 


cent compromise bill of the Committee of Thirteen 
in the Senate; exhibiting the inferiority of the lat- 
ter, and denouncing it as unjust and a surrender 
of the rights of the South. He then passed to the 
examination of other topics connected with the 
question of slavery—especially that of sovereign- 


| ty, and denied the constitutional power of the Gen- 


eral Government to coerce a sovereign State. 


[A report of Mr. W’s speech will appear in the || 


Appendix.] 
Mr. CASEY next obtained the floor, and remark- 


ing that he did not rise for the purpose of making a 


neither asked nor expected any sacrifice of prin- * 


speech at this period of the dog-days, moved that 
the committee rise. 
The motion being agreed to— 
The committee rose and reported. 
CLOSE OF DEBATE. 
Mr. SCHENCK moved the usual resolution 


|| providing for the close of the debate upon the civil 


and diplomatic appropriation bill on Tuesday 
next at twelve o’clock. 

He remarked, that at this late stage of the ses- 
sion, he saw no necessity for delaying the passage 
of this bill by any protracted datarer It psdined 
to him that all these speeches about New Mexico 
should be made upon the New Mexico bill. 

Pending the question, on motion by Mr. BURT, 

The House adjourned. 





PETITIONS. 
The following petitions were presented under the 
rule, and referred to the appropriate committe : 
By Mr. PITMAN: Thé petition of Stephen Jones and 109 


other citizens of Schuylkill county, Pennsylvania, asking 


The act of the last Congress, | 
ratifying and sanctioning the acts and doings of | 





At the outset of his remarks he |! 





Congreés for an immediate modi 


laws. 
the petition of Ben Bannan and 37 
zens of Schuytkill county, Pennsylvania, for the 
pose. : 
Also, the petition of Dunean Weitand 67 othe 
Schuylkill county, Pennsylvania, for the same 
Also, the petition of James Tobin and 52 othe: citi 
Schuytkill en Pennsylvania, for the same purpose 
Also, the petition of Thomas Argatt and 30 other cith 
of Schuylkill county, Pennsylvania, forthe same pur - 
Also, the petition of William Price and 62 other eine 
Schuylkill county, Pennsylvania, for the same purpose. of 
Also, the petition of ‘Thomas MeDonough and 3) oy, 
citizens of Schuylkill county, Pennsylvania, for the 
PuAiso, the petition of John H. H Sd 
Also, the petition o n A. Hill and 27 other eit; 
Schuylkill county, Pennsylvania, for the same one 
Also, the petition of Jacob Christian and 69 other Citie 
of Schuylkill county, Pennsylvania, for the same pur = 
By Mr. PEASLEE: The petition of D. J. Dayne" 
others, citizens of Northfield and Franklin, in the State a 
New Hampshire, for amendment of the tariff law of ta 
and the adoption of specific duties. ’ 


fication of CXisting tarig 
Other ej). 
Same Pur. 


T Citizens 
PUrpose, ? 


IN SENATE. 
Sarurpay, August 10, 1850. 
Mr. HALE presented a memorial of citizens of 
Racine county, in the State of Wisconsin, askin 


the adoption of measures for the adjustment of i, 
_ ternational difficulties by arbitration; which was 


| referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations, 


Also, two petitions from citizensof New Hamp. 


tion from citizens of Michigan, asking that jo 


| State may hereafter be admitted into the Union 


whose constitution does not expressly prohivit 


| slavery within its limits; which were received, and 


ordered to lie on the table. 


| Also, a petition of citizens of New Hampshire, 


a petition of citizens of Massachusetts, a petition 
| of citizens of Pennsylvania, and a petition of citi. 
zens of Michigan, asking that slavery may be pro. 
hibited by law in the Territories of the United 
| States; which were received, and ordered to lie on 
| the table. 

Also, two petitions from citizens of New Hamp- 
shire, a petition of citizens of Massachusetts, a 
petition of citizens of Pennsylvania, and a petition 
| of citizens of Michigan, asking that the right of 

trial by jury may be allowed by law to fugitive 
| slaves when arrested by their owners; which were 
received, and ordered to lie on the table. 

Also, two petitions from citizens of New Hamp- 
shire, a petition of citizens of Massachusetis, a 
| petition from citizens of Connecticut, and a pet- 
| tion from citizens of Michigan, asking that slavery 





|, and the slave trade may be abolished in the District 


of Columbia, or, in default thereof, that the seat of 
| government may be removed therefrom; which 
| were received, and ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, presented the 
memorial of Eliza C. Bache, widow of George M. 
| Bache, late a lieutenant in the navy of the United 
States, asking that a gratuity may be extended to 
her in consideration of the death of her husband, 
who was drowned at sea ‘in the execution of his 
duty; which was referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
Mr. SEBASTIAN, from the Committee on In- 
| dian Affairs, to which was referred the memorial 
of Amos Kendall and others, asking that provision 
may be made for securing the payment of their 
claim against the Western Cherokee Indians out 
of the money due by the United States to those 
| Indians, submitted a report in writing, which was 
| ordered to be printed, recommending that, in the 
proper appropriation bill, a provision should be 
| adopted setting apart a certain amount of the sum 
due thé Western Cherokees for satisfaction of their 
claims. 
MILITARY RECONNOISSANCE. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, submitted the fol- 
lowing resolution, which was considered and 
agreed to: , 





the of the Secretary of War of the 
comm the reports and reconnoissances 
French and Lieutenant Simpson, be printed, 
with map and such of the accompan sketches as in 
the opinion of the chief of the To; Bureau may 
thon with the teport of pie Becreter? of 
' of the 
commun : 
called 


ar of the : 






























be. in connec- 
be printed in ae 
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POST ROUTE. 





which was considered and agreed to: 
Resived, That the Committee on the Post Office and 

Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
Post ishing & post route from Mill Bayou, in the county of 
issip pi, in the State of Arkansas, via Chickasawba, | 
em im Hector’s, Big Lake, and Grand Prairie, in Arkan- 
e to Chilleceaux, the county seat of Dunklin eounty, in 
the State of Missouri. 

prRONZED MEDAL OF GENERAL TAYLOR. | 

On motion by Mr. SHIELDS, the following | 
solution, sabmitted by him on the 7th instant, | 
was taken up and adopted: 

Reolved, That the Committee on the Library be instruct- 
ed to examine 
(oited States, > 7 

¢ N. Gevelot, and if, upon such examination, the said com- 
sitiee shall deem it worthy of the hero and the statesman 
i is intended to commemorate, that the said committee be 
authorized to procure as many copies of said medal as they 
may deem proper for the Library and various offices of the 


Government in the city of Washington. 
CESSION OF THE PUBLIC LANDS. 

Mr. WALKER. I ask the unanimous consent 
of the Senate to take up Senate bill No. 85, being 
«A bill to cede the public lands of the United 
States to the States respectively in which they are 
situated, on condition that the said States shall | 


severally grant and convey the said lands to actual || 


occupants only, in limited quantities, for cost of | 
survey, transfer, and title muniments merely. My | 
object 1s not to consider it now, but to postpone tt | 
to a subsequent day with the view of making it 
a special order; when I shall ask the Senate to 
allow me to oceupy its attention for about thirty | 


minutes. 1 


The bill was accordingly taken up; and on mo- | 


tion of Mr. WALKER, the further consideration || of two per cent. levied from prize money. 


of it was postponed until half past eleven o’clock || levied in order to raise a fund to give pensions to 


'| those who were wounded in private armed vesssls. 


on Tuesday next, for which day it was made the 
special order. 
INVALID PENSION. 


Mr. HALE. There was a report from the | 


Committee on Pensions yesterday, accompanied 


ly, granting a pension to Eliphas C. Brown. I 
hope the Senate will consent to the consideration 
of the bill now. 

The motion being agreed to, the bill, which will 
place Eliphas C. Brown on the invalid pension 
roll, at the rate of @18 a month, was taken up, 
considered by the Senate as in Committee of the 
Whole, and, there being no amendment, it was 
reported to the Senate, ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading, and was subsequently read a third 
time and passed. 

INTERCOUBSE WITH INDIAN TRIBES. 

Mr. ATCHISON. 
preceed to the consideration of Senate bill No. 
293, being ** A bill to extend the benefit of the 
I7th section of the act to regulate intercourse with 
the Indian tribes, and to preserve peace on the fron- 
tiers (approved June 3, 1834) to the people of the 
State of Texas and others.”’ 

Mr. DICKINSON. That is an important bill, 
and there will probably be considerable discussion 
upon it. I shall oppose its consideration at this 
time, and ask the Senate to take up a bill for the 
annual appropriations for the payment of pensions. 
The appropriations have run out, and the pension- 
ers are in a state of great suffering. These appro- 
priations are within the estimates, and as it will 
take no time to pass them, I hope the Senator 


by a bill which had passed the House unanimous- || 
| 


from Missouri will withdraw his motion and allow || been suspended; so that we are left without any | 
|| means of intercourse with a nation with whom it | 

is highly desirable, and of the utmost importance, | ing 
[|| that we should maintain friendly relations. The | be the most desirable route, 


the Senate to pass the bill. 

Mr. ATCHISON. It will not take much time 
to pass the bill to which | have just adverted. 
have one amendment to make, which will obviate, 





'| bill be post 


a bronzed medal of the late President of the }| 
General Zachary Taylor, the workmanship | 


|| that it is correct in every particular. 


I move that the Senate now |) oe 
| was reported to the Senate, read a third time, and | 


ned till Monday. 
Mr. ATCHISON. The amendment! have just || 

| proposed, and which has been adopted by the || 
Senate, obviates all the objections of the Senator | 
from Kentucky. 
The motion to postpone was agreed to. 


REVOLUTIONARY PENSIONS. 
On the motion of Mr. DICKINSON, the Sen- |. 


| ate proceeded to the consideration of the bill from 


pensions of the United States for the 
the 30th June, 1351. 
| Mr. DICKINSON. The passage of this bill | 
is demanded by public necessity, and { hope it | 
will not be resisted. J have prepared myself with | 
| a speech in figures with regard to the bill, to show | 
I hope it | 
may be passed. 
| ation bills, is within the estimates, and has been | 
| thoroughly examined by the committee. 
There being no proposition to amend, the bill 
| was reported to the Senate, read a third time, and | 
| passed. 





NAVAL PENSIONS. 

On the motion of Mr. DICKINSON, the Sen- 
ate proceeded to the consideration of “ A bill mak- 
ing appropriations for the payment of navy pen- 
| sions for the year ending June 30, 1851." 


‘|| Mr. DICKINSON. This bill contains only 


| two items; and the only question, I believe, which 
is likely to be discussed, is an‘ item of three thou- 
| sand dollars. Many years ago there was a fund 
It was | 


|The number of persons thus wounded was so 
| much greater than was anticipated that both the | 
| interest and principal of this fund were consumed, 
|| and the persons thus wounded were for a long pe- 
| riod without pensions. That law has never been 
'| revived; but in the year 1835 there was an appr.- 
|| priation made to pay them for that period of time | 
|| fer which they had no pension, and also for that | 
|| year; and ever since that period an annual appro- | 
|| priation has been made to pay these pensioners. 
|| The committee, after this long sanction, although 
|| there is no positive law on the subject, did not feel | 
|| authorized to pass it over without mentioning it. | 
| It has been unanimously recommended by the 
|| House, and the committee did not feel disposed to 
| strike itout. They, therefore, recommend that it 
| should be passed. 

| There being no proposition to amend, the bill 


|| passed. 


MAIL TO VERA CRUZ. 

| On motion of Mr. SOULE, the Senate proceeded 
| to the consideration of Senate bill No. 195, being 
| A bill to provide for a weekly mail from New 





the House of Representatives making appropria- || 
|| tions for the payment of revolutionary and other | 
year ending | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


vk : during the absence of that gentleman. I move, | have such precision as we can rely upon in the 
:. SEBASTIAN submitted the following res- || therefore, that the further consideration of the || carrying of these mails. Sailing vessels would be 


| subject to too many contingencies in passing over 





It is one of the regular appropri- |. 


_.__ 1859 


these waters. 

Mr. DAVIS. I quite agree with the chairman 
of the Committee on Naval Affairs, that steam vea- 
sels are preferable. In those waters, so subject to 
gales, [should deem it quite improper to rely upon 
sailing vessels. We ought certainly to prefer 
steam vessels, if we can get them without too 
much cost; but I fear that we shall involye our- 
selves by adopting this amendment in some such 


| expenditures as followed a former contract of a 


similar kind. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I cannot consent to have this 
bill passed without expressing my objection to it. 
So far as I recollect, it is a part of a propesition 
which was before this body at its last session. [ 
had occasion at that time, to make inquiry of the 
Postmaster General as to the necessity for this 
service; and the impression made upon my mind, 
from the conversation [ had with him, waa that it 
comes emphatically within the class of service that 
relates to a kind of jobbing that goes on outside of 
these walls. A proposition was presented to me 
at the time by a gentleman, of course not connected 
with this body, who very strongly urged the pro- 


| priety of having such a measure passed; and 


when I came to examine into the thing minutely, 


| | found that his main object was to get into the 


|| press this bill this morning. 


service. I examined the bill which he brought to 
me, for the purpose of satisfying myself of the na- 
ture of the measure, and | was convinced that it 
was nothing more than a project to get money 
from the National Treasury without performing 
any essential service. I believe that the Postmas- 
ter General stated that there was no necessity for 
this service, and that the entire amount of postage 
arising trom this service would not, within one 
year, come to a thousand dollars. 1 opposed it 
last year, as I shall do this. I shall go against 
every proposition of this kind, for taking money 
out of the Treasury for the purpose of giving jobs 
to individuals; and I hope that gentlemen will not 
I can satisfy gentle- 
men, I think, by a refi:rence to receipts in relation 
to the mail service between those two pdints, that, 
so far as the service is concerned, the proposa! em- 
‘braced in this bill is unnecessary. If there are 
other public interests which render it nécessary, 
then the gentleman (Mr. Sours] may be right in 
pressing this measure. I recollect last year that 
the colleague of the honorable Senator felt anxious 
about it; and I remember that other reasons were 
given then than have been given now. If, how- 
ever, the object of thig bill 1s merely to increase 


the mail service, | must object to it, for 1 believe 
there is no necessity for it, 
Mr. DAVIS. 1 would simply remark, in an- 


}| swer to what has been said by the Senator from 


Orleans, or the mouth of the Mississippi river, to | 


\| Vera Cruz and Tampico, in New Mexico, by 
|| steam or sailing vessels.” 

} Mr. SOULE. The necessity of passing this 
|| bill must be obvious to every member of tlie Sen- 
| ate. Under the existing state of things, we are 
| 

|| informed this morning that even these means have 


|| bill proposes the establishment of a weekly mail; 


entirely dependent upon the British mail steamers || 
| for communications with Mexico; and I have been |, 


Indiana, that the mail service is one of subordinate 
consideration. I have been always anxious to see 
this line established; and more, | wish to see it 
established on such a basis as will be most advan- 
tageous to the Government. The trade between 
New Orleans and Vera Cruz is very important. It 
is with a people who have no marine, and if this 
line is established it wil! increase that trade much 
to the benefit of the United States. ‘It hasalso for 
its object—and which ought to be a great object 
with the United States—the cultivation of friendly 
intercourse between the two countries. [thas also 
the additional recommendation of giving emigrants 
| who desire to go to the Pacific a facility for arriv- 
ing at Vera Cruz, which is believed by many to 
These are all con- 
siderations in addition to the mere mail service; 


I think, all objection; and I hope the bill will be ] but | wish to amend it in the eighth line of the first || and such considerations as | think carry with 


taken up. 


The question being taken on the motion to take 
up the bill it was agreed to. 
The PRESIDENT. The 


to amendment. 
Mr. ATCHISON. I move to amend the bill in 


the 18th line of the first section by striking out the 
word “* indemnify ” and insert the word ‘* guaran- 


ty ” in lieu of it. 


~ amendment was agreed to. 
r. 


manifested the 
interest i 


bill is now before the : 


BALDWIN. The Senator from Kentucky 
[Mr. Unperwoop] who is not now in his place, || e 
other day, when this bill was be- 


| section, by striking out the word “‘ weekly,” and 
| inserting ‘*tri-monthly.”” 
| The amendment was agreed to. 





|| words “or sailing,” so that the communication 
| may be entirely by steam. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I would like to 


amendment, and also whether it wou! 


perform the duty? 


fore the Senate, a particular it; and I|| Mr. YULEE. The main purpose of the amend- 
hope it rhe oskeey the attention of the Senate |) ment is, that Fae eoathect is made, we may 


Mr. YOLEE. I move to amend the bill, by | 
Senate as in Committee of the Whole, and is open || striking out of the tenth line of the first section the | 


ask the chairman of the Committee on Naval Af- | 
fairs (Mr. Yutex] to explain. the nr poe of that | 
not compel | 

us, in all cases, to employ steamers, when vessels _ 
ngaged in the revenue service might sometimes | 


them great weight. 
Mr. BRIGHT... Mr. President 
Mr. DOUGLAS. ‘I will ask the Senator from 
| Indiana to be kind enough to give way, so aa to 
ermit me to call up the special order. The hour 
as now arrived. 
| Mr. BRIGHT. Certainly. I have no desire 
to prolong this discussion to day. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. I move then that the further 
consideration of this bill be postponed till Monday. 
The motion was agreed to. 


ADMISSION OF CALIFORNIA. 


Mr. DOUGLAS moved, and the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the bill for. the ad- 
| tnission of California aa « State into the Union. 
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The question pending was on the proposed sub- 
atitate for the bill submitted by Mr. Yurer, being 
to change the existing government of California 
inte a provisional territorial government. 

Mr. YULEE resumed the remarks which he 
had in part concluded on Thursday last, and con- 
tinved them for one hour and a half. 

The question was then taken on the substitute, 
and it was rejected—yeas 12, nays 35, as follow: 


YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Berrien, Clemens, Davis of || 


Missisxippi, Dawson, Hunter, King, Mason, Morton, Sebas- 
tian, Torney, and Yulee—12 


NAYS—Mesere. Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Benton, Brad- 


bary, Bright, Cass, Chase, Clarke, Cooper, Davis of Maasn- || 
chusetts, Diekinson, Dodve of Wisconsin, Dodge of Iowa, | 


Douglas, Ewing, Felch, Ponte, Greene, Hale, Hamlin, Nor- 


ris, Pearce, Phelps, Seward, Shields, Smith, Spraance, | 


Sturgeon, Underwood, Upham, Wales, Walker, Whitcomb, 
and Winthrop—3%6. 


Mr. FOOTE moved to amend the bill by adding 
thereto: 


That the following donations and provisions for the bene- 


fit of the State of California be, and the same hereby are, | 


wade upon the conditions hereinafter stated ; 

1. The grants are as follows: one section in each quarter 
township of the public lands, for the use of sehools. 

2. Beventy-two sectio, ¢ of the unappropriated lands with- 
in the State, to be set apart and reserved for the use and 
suppert of a university. 


2. four sections of land to be selected by the Legislature || 


from the unappropriated public landa, for the use of the 
Brate in establiching a-seat of government, or to defray the 
expenses of pablie buildings at the same. 


4, 00,000 neres of the public lands, in addition to the || 


509,000 granted to all new States, for the purpose of defray- 
ing the expenses of the State government, and for other 
Siate purposes, and five per centum of the net proceeds of 
the exle of all lands in the State sold by the United States, 
to be ap -ropriated for the encouragement of learning. 

5. All salt springs within the State, and the lands reserved 


! the att >cti , 
GY Se en Ss eee: eee bectien, <2 be wand or | Mr. P., from the same committee, reported a | 


dispoacd of as the Legislature my direct. 

And the foregoing grants are made upon the express condi- 
tien and stipulation that the people of California shail, 
within twelve months after the passage of thia act, in such 


y e | bi ' Pi i j - il ° . 
manner or mode as shall be binding «pen them, limitand re | And, on motion by Mr. P., ic -was.-referredto | 
|| the Committee of the Whole on the state of the || 


strict the southern boundary of that State to the line of thir- 
ty six degrees and thirty ninutes of north latinde at as early 
a day as practicable, and that thereupon a terfitorial gov- 


ernment shall be, and the same hereby is, established in and | 


for the residue of California as created by this act, south of 


the said line of thirty-six degrees and thirty minutes of north || 
jatitnde, similar in all respects to the territorial government || 
provided for the Territory of Utah, the only difference being | 


pm the boundaries of the two Territories, and in their names 


wheresnever they occur; and, upon this condition being | 


complied with on the part of the people of California, the 
President of the United Stites will appo'nt the necessary 
officers of the same number and deseription with corre- 


sponding compensation, and in the same manner as those || 
for the Territory of Utah; and he wil! take all necessary || 
measures to put the government of said ‘Teriitory into op- | 


eration without delay; whereupon, all the grants, proyis- 
ions, and stipulation made by this section shall accrue tothe 
people and government of the said State of California ; Pro- 
vided, ‘Thai nothing herein contained shall be so construed 
as t prevent the Senators and Representatives elect from 
the Siate of California from oceupying, immediately after 


the arioption of this act, their seats in the two Houses of || 


Congress respectively: and provided, further, That when 
sueh alteration of the boundaries of California aa is herein 
proposed shall have taken place, the Territory of Colorado, 
which is by this aét established, will be recognized as being 
in atl respects in the same plight and condition as if the con- 
stitution of California had never been extended over any 
part thereof, 


Mr. FOOTE briefly suprorted his amendment, 


and was followed by Mr. ATCHISON on the same 
side. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, moved, and the 


proviso relating to the Senators and Representa- || 


tives of California was stricken out. 


And the question being taken on the amendment | 


of Mr. Foors, it was rejected—yeas 13, nays 29, 
as foliow: 


VYERAS— Meesrs. Atchison, Bell, Berrien, Davis of Mis- | 
Mason, Morton, | 


sissippi, Dawson, Foote, Hunter, King, 
Beba-tian, Soulé, and Turney—13. 
NAYS—Mesers. Baldwin, Benton, Bradbury, Bright, 


Chase, Clarke, Cooper, Davis of Massachu-etts, Dickinson, | 


Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of Towa, Douglas, Ewing, 
Feleh, Greene, Hamlin, Norris, Pearee, Phelps, Seward, 


Shirids, Smith, Spruance, Sturgeon, Underwood, Upham, \| 


Wales, Waiker, and Winthrop—29. 
Mr. TURNEY submitted an amendment, to the 
effect that when ‘Jalifornia, in convention, shall 
ass an ordinance acknowledging that the public 
ads belong to the United States, and exempt 
them from taxation, that the property of non- 
vesidents shaii not be taxed higher than those of 
residents, &c., &c., and that the southern bound- 
ary shall be the line of 36° 30’, the State to be 
admitted on the proclamation of the President of 
the United States. © 
Mr. SOULE proceeded to address the Senate 
in support of the amendment, but yielded to 
Mr. BUTLER, who moved, and the bill was 
postponed till Monday. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, moved, and the 
Senate proceeded to the consideration of Execu- 


tive business, 
| And shortly afterwards the Senate adjourned. 


[See Appendix for a full report of this day’s 
debate.) 


\ HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

H Mownpay, August 12, 1850. 

| ‘The Journal of Saturday was read and approved. 

| ‘There was great competition for the floor. 
ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS. 

| Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee, asked the unani- 

|| mous consent of the House to offer a resolution, 

| providing for the adjournment of Congress on the 

| second Monday in September. And he gave no- 

| tice that, if objection was made, he should move 

| that the rules of the House be suspended, to en- 

| able him to introduce it. 


|| having been made— 

|| Mr. HARRIS moved asuspension of the rules. 
‘|| The SPEAKER said, that the motion to sus- 
|| pend the rules was not in order, because such a 
| motion was already pending. 





|| he would move a suspension of the rules. 
THE POST ROUTE BILL. 

Mr. POTTER, from the Committee on the Post 
|| Office, asked the unanimous consent of the House 
|| to introduce the post route bill. It was very long, 
|| and if it was the intention of the House to pass it, 
|| it was time that it should be printed. 

No objection having been made— 


|| hill to establish certain post-routes in the United 
|| States. 


if 


| The bill was read twice by its title. 


| Union, and was ordered to be printed. 
STEAM VESSELS ON THE LAKES. 

Mr. GIDDINGS, by unanimous consent, pre- 
sented the memorial of citizens of Cleaveland, and 
| of Cuyahoga county, Ohio, praying Congress to 

take means to preserve the lives of steamboat pas- 
| sengers upon the lakes. 
| The memorial, on motion by Mr. G., was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 
Texas, &c. 
Mr. MEADE moved that the rules of the House 
| be suspended, to enable him to introduce a resolu- 
tion; which he sent to the Clerk’s table. 


| rules was not now in order. 


Mr. MEADE inquired why not? 


And no other motion to suspend the rules would 
| be in order, until that had been disposed of. 
Mr. BAYLY called for the regular order of 
| business. 
Mr. MEADE asked that his resolution might 
|, be read for information. 
| ‘The resolution was read, as follows: 





| sage of the 6th of August, 1850, communieating a copy of a 


| President, and of a reply thereto trom the Seerctary of State, 
expresses his fears that the claim of Texas to the territory 
lying east of the river del Norte, and embraced within the 
| old limits of New Mexico, may lead to collision between 
the authorities of that State and of the United States, unless 
prevented by timely action on the part of Congress, whose 
immediate attention he invites to the subject; and this 
House being impressed with the importance of the matter 
thus submitted to its consideration, and disposed to give 
| prompt attention to, and bestow due and respeciful consid- 


| eration on, any claim preferred by a State of this Union, 
Therefore, 


| dent of the United States should avoid any action which is 
eatculated to result in such collision, and await such legis- 
| tation as Congress may adopt in reference to the territorial 
claim of the State of Texas. 
Mr. MEADE asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to introduce it. 
Mr. CARTTER objected. 
Mr. BAYLY called for the regular order of 
| business. 
Mr. MEADE gave notice that he would move 
a suspension of the rules, when that motion should 
be in order, 
|| Mr. PHOENIX asked the unanimous consent 
of the House to offer a resolution. 


| "Phe regular order of business was insisted upon. 


Mr. HARRIS gave notice that, when in order, | 


The SPEAKER said, a motion to suspend the | 


|, lomatic expenses of the Government, for 


i rent fiscal year, should terminate on 





| 
| 
| 


| The resolution having been read, and objection | 


i 
} 
i} 
| 


| amendment should not be laid on the table. 


|| on Saturday last, and pendi 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


DEBATE ON THE CIVIL LIST BiLt. 
The SPEAKER announced the unfini 
ness to be the resolution offered by ete 
journment, providing that all n° i ‘Con a 
of the Whole.on the state of the Union, om it 
bill making appropriations for the civil and di 


the cur. 
Tuesda 


| next (to-morrow) at twelve o’elock; and that = 


} 
| 


' 


| committee should that proceed to act on 


} all 
ments pending, or that might be offered. ~— 


Mr. BAYLY moved to amend the r j 
by substituting Monday next. wae 

Mr. MEADE moved that the resolution and 
amendment be laid upon the table. 

Mr. ASHMUN moved to amend the ameng. 
ment, by striking out “ Monday next” and jn, 
serting ** Friday.’’ 

TheSPEAKER. The motion of the gentleman 
from Virginia [Mr. Meape} takes precedence 
That motion must be disposed of before any amend. 
ment is in order. Afier that, the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Asamon] can offer his amen¢. 
ment. 

The question was then taken on the motion of 


| Mr. Meane, and decided in the negative. 


So the House determined that the resolution and 


The question then recurring on the amendmen 


| of Mr. Bayty— 


Mr. ASHMUN moved the amendment he hag 


|| indicated, and demanded the previous question. 


There was a second, and the main question wag 
ordered to be now taken. 


The question was taken first on the amendment 


| of Mr. Asumun. 


The SPEAKER said there was a large major. 
ity up. 

Me. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, called for 
‘the yeas and nays. 

The SPEAKER counted and said, there was 
not a sufficient number. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, called for 
tellers on the yeas and nays. 

Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. McQueex 


|| and Duncan were appointed. 


The SPEAKER said, because the regular order \ 


of business was a motion to suspend the rules. || 
i| 





| 
| 


The yeas and nays were refused. 
The question then reeurred and was taken on 


| the amendment of Mr. Asumun. 


And the amendment was agreed to. 
The question recurring en the amendment of 


| Mr. Bay ty. as thus amended — 


Ms. INGE inguired of the Speaker, whether x 
would be in order to move to Jay the resolution and 


| amendment On the table? 


Whereas, the President of the United States, in his mes- \| 


letter from the Governor of the State of Texas to the Mate |! 


! 
| 
| 
i 


} 


| 


The SPEAKER said, such a motion was in 
order. 

Mr. INGE submitted it. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, asked the 
yeas and nays; which were refused. 

And the question was taken and decided in the 
negative. 

So the House determined that the resolution and 
amendment should not be laid on the table. 

The amendment, as amended, was then agreed 
to. 

And the resolution, as amended, was adopted. 

Mr. ASHMUN moved to reconsider the vote, 
and that that motion be laid upon the table. 

Ordered accordingly. 

Mr. ASHMUN meved that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 


| _Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee, inquired whether 
| the motion to go into Committee of the Whole 
if the state of the Union, took precedence of 


' 


the motion he had indieated to suspend the rules 


im toi tion for the ad- 
Resolved, That itis the eesee of this House, that dhe Presi-'|| (2 enable him to introduce a resale 


| journment of Corgress? : 
The SPEAKER said, the motion to go into 


| Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 


took precedence. oe on 
The question was then taken, and decided in the 
affirmative, without a division. % 
So the House resolved itself into. Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Burt 
| in the eee resumed the ee aa of the 
civil and diplomatic appropriation bill. 
| “Mr. CASEY, who was entitled to the floot, ad- 
dressed the committee at length on the subject of 
the protective policy, and the condition of th 
and coal interests in the State of Pennsylvania. To 
illustrate:the depressed state of the iron and coal 
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he gave some s:atistical facts. He also ad- 
to the letter of the British Minister to Mr. 
on, stating that any increase in the tariff would 
ntl a very disagreeable effect upon public 
on in Great Britain, which, without intending 
ection on Sir H. L.. Bulwer, whom he com- 
mented on his talents, and who, he presumed, 
ms acted in obedience to instructions, he desig- 
re as an unwarrantable interference. This re- 
e netrance he regarded as proof that the tariff of 
— was more beneficial to British interests than 
“ (The speeeh will be published in the 





joour ‘ix.| 
ppendix. $ 
a course of his remarks— 

Mr. RICHARDSON called Mr. Casey to order, 
on the zround that it was not in order to refer to 
soceedings in the Senate; and 

The point of order was sustained. 

Mr. SWEETSER demanded the question un- 
der the rule. 


And Mr. CASEY was permitted to proceed in 
~. GIDDINGS obtained the floor. He said 
i had been his intention not to intrude upon the 
ime or attention of the House or the committee 
ain at this session, but some late developments 
had induced him to call attention to one or two 
poin's which he deemed important. I shall (con- 
ined Mr. G.) speak of the bill now on your 
table fixing the boundaries of Texas, and of the 
iste message of the President on that subject. 

After eight months’ discussion, the Senate have 
defeated the omnibus bill, to the great joy of the 
people of the North generally, and to the satisfac- 
von of a portion of the South. And while the 
press is rejoicing over this triumph of right over 
injustice, another bill, more exceptionable in at 
least some of its important principles, has been 
passed by that body, and is now on your table. 
Senators who voted to strike from the omnibus 
iil the provisions contained in the one before us, 
tuned around suddenly and voted for the very iden- 
tical principles which they then denounced. Jt is 
now before us, and | am told it is to pass this body 
by Whig votes. On this point [ hope I may find 
the ramor unfounded, and that lam mistaken. | 
am unalterably opposed to this bill, for the reason 
ihat it surrenders at least forty thousand square 
miles of territory belonging to New Mexico, and 
lying within her ancient boundaries. A tract ofcoun- 
wry as extensive as the State which I in part have 
the honor to represent, is taken from New Mexico 
and delivered over to Texas, This remark brings 
me toa short examination-of the boundaries be- 
ween New Mexico and Texas. On this point 
there are historical facts which appear to have es- 
caped the notice of gentlemen during the discus- 
sion of this session. 

Formerly Coahuila and Texas were connected 
for legislauve purposes. While thus connected, 
they appointed Commissioners to settle the bound- 
ary between them. General Almonte, the former 
Minister from Mexico to this Government, | think, 
was one of the commissioners. I cannot give 
dates, although | once made a pretty thorough in- 
vestigation of this subject. The line agreed upon 
by the commissioners commenced at the mouth of 
the Aransas, and not at the mouth of the Nueces, 
08 is generally stated. The Aransas lies some 
thirty miles north of the Nueces. The line agreed 
upon followed up that stream to its source; thence 
in a direct line to the confluence of the San Anto- 
nio and the Colorado; thence up the San Antonio 
to its source; thence west to the line of New Mex- 
ico. This line lies on the one hundredth degree of 
west longitude from Greenwich. Now, whatever 
Texas possesses west of this line, she must hold 
by purchase or by conquest. So far, therefore, as 
a legitimate conquests extend, she has a perfect 
ue, 

lt is admitted on all hands, that the people in 

the valley of the Nueces united with those of 
Texas in the revolution. They were located in 
what is called the county of San Patricio, and 
properly belong to Texas. Beyond this, however, 
Texas had never exércised any acts of jurisdic- 
lon. She never served a , or held an in- 
dividual accountable te Texan jaws, until General 
Taylor marched his army to Point Isabel. 

Mr. HOWARD (Mr. Gippines yielding the 
floor) said that Texas had made surveys within 
eee miles of Point Isabel before General Tay- 


for marched from ‘Corpus Christi,” and that 
Judge of Texas had ‘ 














| 
| 
| 


Texas extended to the Rio Grande and held juris- 
dietion to that river. 

Mr. GIDDINGS inquired if any Texan officer 
had ever made an arrest or served process within 
fifty miles of Point Isabel ? 

Mr. HOWARD admitted they had not. 

Mr. GIDDINGS resumed, The mere assertion 
of aright by the Legislature of Texas, or by one 
of her judges, could not be regarded as any evidence 
of title. There must be some act, some overt 
movement, to constitute a claim. Now, up to the 
day that General Taylor reached Point Isabel, 
we—the citizens of the United States—had paid 
duties to the Mexican custom-house at that place; 
and the exercise of Mexican laws had never been 
suspended or interrupted there until General Tay- 
lor’s arrival. Now, sir, south of New Mexico 
lay Coahuila, and south of Coahuila was the 
State of Tamaulipas, which extended to the Gulf 
of Mexico. 

Mr. HOWARD, (interposing.) 
lies south of New Mexico. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Some maps lay it down as 
extending on this side of the river—others do not; 


Chihuahua 


| but it is a matter of entire indifference so far as 


relates to my presentargument. Point Isabel and 
Brownsville, opposite Matamoros, were taken by 
General Taylor, and Texas was suffered to ex- 
tend her laws over those places; and in that way, 


whole of that portion of Tamaulipas lying east of 
the Rio Grande, I would, therefore, interpose 





no objection to her holding this country, which 
is a® large as one of the medium size States of 
this Union. 

But when Texas attempts to go further up the 
Rio Grande, she becomes a trespasser; she has 
never held possession nor the color of title fur- 
ther north. 

Mr. HOWARD interposed, and said that Texas 


| had several times obtained possession of Laredo, 


tinue that possession at the time General Taylor 
marched to the Rio Grande, 

Mr. GIDDINGS. 
sion she gave up her whole title, for she had no 
other than possession. But this is entirely foreign 
and immaterial to my argument. My position is, 


entire without encroachment. 
to do, as | think, under our treaty with Mexico, 
and to admit her as a State at the earliest conve- 
nient period. 

To what portion of New Mexico did Texas hold 
| title by possession, or by conquest, or by pur- 
| chase? 





left to tell the news. 

Now, sir, how stands the whole case? The in- 
ment, has been maintained. 
Mexican, They loathe and abhor Texans, and 
regard them as deadly enemies. We stand bound 
to protect them. Sir, | would do it; L.would ful- 
fill our treaty stipulations, if there be svfficient 

ower in our navy, our army, and militia to effect 
it. This boundary of New Mexico on the east is 
clear and indisputable: yet the bill on your table 
proposes togive up to Texas all that portion which 


103d degree west longitude. To this tract of coun- 


| no title whatever, nor the shadow of title. 
| south line which crosses the Rio Grande at “ El 
| Paso”’ is equally clear. These ancient boundaries 
are too clear to admit of doubt. The whole was 
conquered by the arms, and purchased by the 
treasure of the nation. 

Mr. Polk, in his annual message of December, 
1846, stated to Congress and to the country that 
‘*New Mexico, with its capital, Santa Fé, had 
been captured by our arms.”’ 

Sir, he did not say that a portion of Texas had 
been conquered. Did he regard Santa Fé as a part 
of Texas? Nosuch thought had entered the mind 
of the President. Did he then declare Texas laws 
in force there? No, sir. He established a mili- 
tary government; a code of laws was formed and 
promulgated and enforced. The whole system 
was unknown to Texas; it was the code of New 
Mexico; under it claims were litigated, criminals 
were tried, convi and executed. To this day 
that code has been maintained throughout the 


charged the grand jury that || whole of New Mexico. The bill before us pro- 


perhaps, she may lay some color of claim to the | 


which is in Coahuila, although she did net con- | 


If she gave up her posses- 


that of maintaining the territory of New Mexico | 
This we are bouhd | 


She sent an army there, it is true, but | 
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to cut down their ancient boundaries, to de- 
iver up to Texas a large portion of the territory 
which has cost the nation so much blood and treas- 
ore. And this is to be done by northern Whigs, 
as lam told. 1 hope it is not the case; I trust ! 
may have been misled; | most ardently hope I 
have been wrongly informed. But it is certain, 
that up to this time no Whig north of Mason and 
Dixon's lire ever admitiéd that Texas possessed 
the shadow of a title to any portion of the terri- 
tory now proposed to be taken from New Mexico 
and given to ‘Texas; indeed, | do not now under- 





| stand that any northern Whig, in either branch of 


Congress, has alleged any title whatever in Texas. 
No, sir; | do not think such a northern Whig can 


be found in Congress or out of it. The only ar- 


| gument that | have heard is, that Texas claimed it, 
| and that we, as her agent, proceeded to conquer 


| and purchase it of Mexico, and that we now hold 


| 


| ciples of law in, favor of this position. 
| pretends that there was any such thing in fact, or 
| that there is reason or justice in this legal fiction, 
| by which it is sought to bind the Coneress of the 


| this point. 





| every man was killed or captured—not one was | 


tegrity of New Mexico up to this day, to this mo- | 
Her people are 


i} 


| 
| 





it as trustee for Texas; and they cite certain prin- 
No one 


United States. Such doctrine might, perhaps, be 
successfully urged before a justice's court, or the 


; common pleas of some State; but when gentie- 


men here quote * Blackstone's Commentaries’’ 
and ** Espinasse’s Nisi Prius,’ to control states- 
men in the discharge of their duties, the argument 
should be met and exposed. We sit here to make 
law—we are governed only by the principles of 
justice and the Constitution. We were sent here 
to deal out equity to all under our jurisdiction— 
let us do it faithfully and fearlessly. | would 


| make no compromise; | would not deliver up a 
|| part of New Mexico for the privilege of retaining 


the remainder of it. No, sir; if this Territory be- 


| longs to Texas, let her have it; if it belongs to 
| New Mexico, it is ours, and we shall prove rec- 


reant to our trust if we surrender a footof it. As 
I have stated, 1 am told that Whigs—northern 
W higs, are to vote for this surrender. Let them 
do it. Let their names ga to the country; let the 
freemen of the Norih see who has betraved the 
honor, the interests of the nation and of humanity. 
Mr. Chairman, you, sir, represent a portion of 
one section of this Union; lL another. What be- 
longs to you | am willing you should have; what 
belongs to the North shall never be surrendered 
by my vote. I believe you,sir, agree with me on 
I hope we may act together. { will 
not ask you to surrender what belongs to you, and 
I trust you will never demand what belongs to the 
North. 1 abhor this idea of surrendering a por- 
tion of our rights in order to purchase a negotia- 
tion of other interests. [ will never consent to 
this mode of compromising our constitutional @- 
| ligations, 
| But, sir, the worst feature of this bill ie that 
which taxes the people of the free States for the 
purchase of this territory which belongs to us. 
Sir, it proposes to take mostly from the pockets of 
our northern people, ten millions of dollars, and 


| hand it over to the slaveholders of Texas; and for 


| what? Not for territory belonging to her, or to 
| which she has the shadow of claim. No such 
| thing is urged, Why, sir, it is to save the Union. 


|| To buy a union with Texas—to induce her to re- 









lies south of 36° 30’ north latitude and east of the || main with us, not to sever the tender and interest- 


ing relations that exist between us. They. sir, 


try, large enough for a first class State, Texas has || were brought into the Union in order to uphold 
The || and perpetuate her slavery; and now she demands 


| of our northern freemen ten millions of dollars for 
| the privilege of upholding the vilest sysiem of op- 
| pression that ever disgraced civilized man. 
| Mr. HOWARD said that Texas did not ask 
| annexation to the United States, nor did ashe ask 
| compensation, nor was he certain she would tke it. 
Mr. GIDDINGS. It cannot have escaped the 
| recolleetion of any of us that in 1837, Texas went 
| her agent here to solicit annexation to the United 
| States. 
| Mr. HOWARD. But she withdrew it. 
| Mr. GIDDINGS. And waited until she could 
| induce Mr. Murphy, our charg? d’affaires, to rec~ 
ommend its annexation to our territory as a State; 
and as for taking the money, has she not during 
the whole session, by her authorized agents, hike 
the horseleech, cried Give, give, give? and did net 
her Senators vote for this ten millions of tribute 
from northern pockets? Had they voted the other 
way the bill would have been defeated. 
Why, sir, how came Texas here? The gentle- 
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man there holds his seat by sufferance. He has 
tro mere constitutional right on this floor than the 
subject of the Grand Sultan, or the Emperor of 
Rustin. If the argument of the present Secre- 
tary of State be correct, and | think it is, the treaty- 
making power refused to admit her by the uly 
constitutional mode known to us. She then 
climbed up another way, and we now permit her 
representatives to hold seats with us. 

Mr. HOWARD inguired how Mr. Ginpiwes 
voted on the proposition to exclude slavery from 
a part of Texas? and how he could vote at all if 


by every timid, faltering paltroon of the northern 

press. Petitions to save the Union from Texas 

rapacity were circulated. Public meetings held in 
| our commercial cities where Texas scrip was most 
plenty, and resolutions adopted in favor of the 
Union. Fourth of July orations were delivered, 
and theological pamphlets written, and morning 
| prayers were put up in this Hall to save the Union. 
| Not that we may deal out justice and mercy, those 
| attributes of Deity, to our fellow man; not that we 
| should walk humbly, and legislate in righteousness. 
| No, sir, these are regarded as trifling matters, 


‘Texas were unconstitutionally a member of this || when compated with the pending danger that Texas 


Confederacy ? 

Mr. GIDDINGS. 1 have no recollection how || 
I voted, but have no doubt I voted for freedom, in 
order to make the resolutions as perfect as I could; 
and then, they being unconstitutional, I voted 
againet them. But, sir, this is the position of || 
‘Texas: she holds no constitutional position with || 
us yet; «he attempts to lay the whole nation under 
contribution; to subsidize the free States to her 
ngerandizement. Why, sir, if she would take ten 
or fifteen millions and leave us, cease to trouble || 
us, 1, for one, would be willing to pay it. But I | 
will never pay one dime to retain her in the 
Union to involve us in future wars, to vex and 
harass vs. 

Mr. HOWARD: Why does the gentleman 
desire to send an army to Texas if we do not be- 
long to the Union? 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I never thought of invading | 
Texas. I never dreamed of such athing. Tam | 
a peace man. I abhor offensive wars, and if | 
Texas sees fit to go out of the Union she shall | 
never be called to an account for it by force of 
arms if 1 can prevent it. As I said the other day, || 
lam a peace man, but not as my friend from | 
Maryland (General Kerr} erroneously supposed, 
& “ non-resistant.” Ivhold to the right and the | 
duty of self-defence, and I would defend New | 
Mexico. I would welcome every Texan who | 
comes there with arms, to “hospitable graves,” || 
but I wou'd oppose the march of an army into | 





} 





Texas or any other southern State, to compel them || 
to remain in Union with us. Yes, sir, I do not | 
believe in a government of bayonets and gun- || 
powder at this age of the world. The States must | 
govern therhselves; and when they see fit to leave | 
the Union, I would say to them, Go in peace, and | 
God's blessing rest upon you. I would neither || 
shoot them nor cut their throats for thinking they || 
can do better out of the Union than in it. But, | 
sir, when once out of the Union, | would never || 
permit them to return to it until they become so | 
fur christianized and civilized as to banish from || 
among them the institution of slavery. I am || 
aware that these views do not comport with the || 
doctrines held by most of our statesmen. They 
are nevertheless sentiments which I entertain. I do || 
not believe that men are to be held in this Union |! 
by the fear of the sword. No, sir, our Union | 
must be preserved by making it the dispenser of || 
justice, the instrument for maintaining the rights | 
of man, for upholding the rights of each and all | 
the several States. . 

But, sir, the payment of this ten millions con- 
stitvted one of the most objectionable features of 
the omnibus bill. It is to raise Texan stocks from | 
fifteen cents on the dollar to par value, to make | 
splendid fortunes in little time. To take money 
from the pockets of the people and put it into the 
hands of stock-jobbers, and gamblers in Texas 
scrip. I know not how many members of this | 
hody are owners of this scrip. It would not be | 
in order for me to suppose that any member would 
be operated upon by such paltry considerations 
as those of making & few thousand dollars. But, 
sir, if this bill &, it must be by some unseen 
power codperating with Fxecutive influence: and | 
it is certain as any given point that the holders of | 
thie scrip, and stock-joblers, are to gain at least 
nine out of the ten millions of this money which 
is to be filched from the people. 

But, sir, certain Senators in the other end of the 
Capitol have been endeavoring to convince the 
people of the propriety of passing the omnibus, 
as itis called. There was no reason, no argument 
to be found in favor of it. There was only one 
consideration which could in any degree reconcile 
the people to it. That pi osyresy coutd only be 
addressed to their fears. ery was raised that | 
‘* the Union is in danger!’’ It was echoed by the 


pepers here. The cry was brought up and repeated | 


|| dissolution of the Union. 


| will dissolve the Union. 
Sir, I am sickened, nauseated, with this insipid 


| cowardice, this moral and political effeminacy. 


Sir, it is unworthy of American statesmen. Onur 


| constituents never sent us here to surrender their 


rights, to make them tributary to Texas, nor to 
any other State. It wasno part of their object 
in electing us, to have us turn round and thrust 
our hands into their pockets, and taking out ten 
millions of dollars, to hand it over to the slave- 
dealers and slaveholders of Texas. Let gentlemen 
say what they will, the people have no fears of the 
And, sir, let me say 
that they would not, they do not desire to maintain 
a Union that is liable to be dissolved by the mis- 


erable gasconade of Texas or any other State. 
| They, sir, know their power. 


They understand 
their rights, and you cannot deceive them by this 


| ery that Texas will dissolve the Union. 


But it is said that we must stop this agitation. 
Sir, what do gentlemen understand by agitation? 
Do they suppose that we can stop the investiga- 
tions of truth by northern freemen? Does any 
man intend to say that we, by statute law, can si- 


lence the voice of humanity, or seal the lips of || 


reformers, or stop the progress of truth? Sir, 
can we set bounds to human progress? The great 


| founder of our religion, when heappeared on earth 


and proclaimed the heaven-born truths of his Gos- 


| pel, was denounced as an agitator; was arrested, 
|| tried, condemned, and executed for asserting the 


sublime doctrines which Scribes and Pharisees 
were too stupid to comprehend. It was done to 
stop agitation; but, sir, truth, emanating from its 
Divine Author, has extended and spread and 
progressed, and will continue to go on “ conquer- 
ing and to conquer,”’ in spite of all the political 
Scribes and Pharisees of this Congress, and in 
spite of all the doughfaces of the nation. 
Why do not gentlemen turn their attention to 
the progress now making in the arts and sciences? 
Why not follow the example of those who at- 
tempted to stop the agitation of Gallileo when he 
made discovery of the great law which controls 
our solar system, retaining the planets in their 
orbits while sailing through immensity of space 
with such inconceivable velocity’ He, sir, was 
regarded as an agitator, and excommunicated for 


_ his infidelity in thus daring to state truths too great 


for the comprehension of the stupid clergy of that 
day. I believe it required the conservative clergy 
of that day two hundred and fifty years to com- 
prehend the laws of nature which Gallileo pro- 
claimed. How long it will require our political 
doctors to comprehend the very obvious fact that an 
intelligent and educated people will think and 
| speak for themselves? Why don’t you imprison 
| Morse, tear down the telegraphic wires, break up 
| and scatter the galvanic batteries, and prohibit by 
statute the use of this magnetic railroad of thought? 
Why not erase from our history the name of 
| Fulton, lay up your steamboats in ordinary, place 
'fetters upon your locomotives, and plough up 
| your railroads, and then pass an act of Congress 
| to prevent all agitation upon thesé subjects of im- 


| provement and progress in science and invention ? 


| Why not go down to yonder institute and drive 
| Page from his laboratory, unchain the imprisoned 
lightning there pent up, and prohibit further agita- 
tion in regard to his galvanic engines? Let us 
| adopt the example of the Chinese, and by con- 
| servative legislation prohibit all progress and all 
|improvements? For if you permit magkind to 
| pursue knowledge and ascertain truth in one de- 
| partment, others will be occupied, and men will 
| advance in moral and political intelligence. ¢ 

| But, sir,do gentlemen here really fee! competent to 
| instruct the peeple on the subject of Texan bound- 
/ary? Let then. go to the dairymen, the farmers, 
| and mechanics of my district, and nine out of every 
| ten will tell them all about this subject. Yes, sir, 
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‘nine out of every ten can judge as a i 
| the propriety admitting Californie, are Upon 
ing the ancient boundaries of New Mexico wp 
mitting New Mexico as a State when she’. 
her constitution, and of the gross insult jt 
be to make them pay Texas ten millions of do Me 
for rd See ~y she has no claim Wein 
entlemen in this i ; 
the Capitol ouse, or in the other enq of 
ir, if you wish to create agitation 
pass that bill! Take from their hard oral them, 
ten millions of money and pay it over to Te - 
/and sir, I will promise you agitation, ieee 
agitation. Let northern men vote thus to om 
their constituents tributary to Texas, and 7 er 
representatives will find agitation at home. é aa 
tion that, like Banquo’s ghost, will not « jon, 
their bidding.”” Dat 

Sir, for seven months we have discussed this sub 
| ject of admitting California. Month after mony, 

Haye her Senators and Representatives been Wait 

ing here, and respectfully asking admission ,, 
which they have a clear and indisputable 
No valid, or even reasonable objection exis, 
against her admission. The only arzumen part 
forth is, that it shall not be done until the Texas, 
| boundary shall be settled, and civil government 
established in Utah and New Mexico without the 

proviso excluding slavery. In the other end of 

the Capitol, California has ree aside, and 

| other bills for establishing a govérnment in Utah 

and defining the boundaries of Texas have been 

| takan up and passed, while California is permitted 

to sleep upon the table of the Senate. Why js 

this? The answer is understood by all: the slaye 

power bids it, and northern men surrender, and 

obey its behest. 

But, sir, it is said that the President is anxious 
for the settlement of all these questions. Indeed 
that is manifested in his late message, to which | 
will now ask attention for a few minutes. So far 
as the message treats of our rights to the Territory 
of New Mexico, and the duties of the Executive 
to maintain those rights until Congress shall dis- 
pose of the subject, its doctrine is sound, and the 
| argument conclusive. To this extent, I think, the 
| North, of all parties, and, indeed, most of the 
South will sustain and uphold the principles of the 
message; and will, to the extent of their influence 
and power, assist him in carrying out the views 
| he has so well and ably expressed. 

I take this opportunity to say, that neither my- 
self, nor the political friends with whom | act, 
make war on any party or any man. We are 
contending fcr what we deem great and paramount 
principles; and so far as the President and his 
party shall maintain our doctrines, we will mein- 
tain him; and when he departs from them, and 

| adopts sentiments which we deem essentially op- 
| posed to justice and to the rights of the people, we 
shall freely state our objections. I therefore re- 
peat, that the message, to this extent, is satisfac- 
tory and right. But when the President goes on 
to intimate the dangers arising to our Union from 
the blustering of Texas, and intimates the propri- 
ety of our paying Texas for any portion of the 
territory of New Mexico, on account of her at- 
tempts to intimidate us, I feel constrained to sey 
that I think his ition unworthy of his high 
station. The whole of this portion of the message 
is undignified, and bespeaks a timidity unworthy 
the Chief Magistrate of this nation. No man can 
mistake this character of the message. The Pres- 
ident’s anxiety to have this matter settled, to re- 
lieve him from eee get it laid aside, 
without much reference to the principles on which 
it is to be compromised, is too apparent to be mis- 
understood. 

Sir, the message begins with General Taylor's 
policy, and ends with that of the Secretary of 
State. It begins in boldness, and ends in political 
pusillanimity. It commences by maintaining our 
national rights, and closes by advising us to sur 
render them ap. It begin informing Texas 
that she must it to Gdubtitationel authority, 


and ends ng to her richly if she 
Becenctionce:” 


will but obe i 
"The message was evidently intended to facilitate 


ion, to 
right, 





y, comes out this morn- 
the future action of 


anticipates the passage of 
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n 
i or resident, but foretells their passage in the | 
‘ in which they are sent us from the Senate. 
atwe are to have no delay; that the session 
eht to be brought ta a close; and these bills 
ht not to detain Congress at this season of the || 
wr. Well, sir, these admonitions, coming from 
ef garter, are surely worthy of consideration. 
hve heen told this morning, also, that the whole | 
hing Was arranged before the defeat of the omni- || 
bys bill; that leading members of the other end | 
of the Capitol had arranged the whole affair, and || 
ihat the bills are to be forced through under the 
grew of the previous question, without being com- 
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shese objectionable bills here for the reason that ject the North to your views. Ido not blame you. IN SENATE. 


accordance with the recommendation | If [ werea southern ma and believed as you do, I 


would take measures to maintain southern inter- 


| ests. 


Not so with the northern members. They 


cannot be rallied; I have done what I could to 


arouse them to action. 
of Paul, another of Apollos, and another of Ce- 
| phas. 
pable of effort. 
of the North in greater jeopardy. 
my voice could reach the ear of every northern || 
elector; [ would tell him to arouse to the support | 
of his own rights—to gird on his political armor, 
| and to speak in commanding tones to these ser- 
| vants of the people, and bid us to act for truth, 


They are divided. One is 


Divided and paralyzed, they appear inca- 
And never, sir, were the rights 
1 would that 


mitted or discussed; and that this is to be done by | justice, the Constitution, and for mankind. 


Whig votes. I await these movements with great 
iosity. To this time, as I have before re- | 


cur 


denied that Texas had any claim to any portion 
of New Mexico; and [ am unwilling to believe 
that they will now throw a political somerset, and 
simit that she has a title there, ahd go for paying 
her ten millions of dollars for it; but “* we shall see 
what we shall see.” 





marked, the Whig party North has at all times | floor. 


|| pockets of the people. 


Mr. G having conecluded— 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, next obtained the | 
He madea speech touching the condition || 
| of the finances of the Government; he showed that | 
| the amount necessary to supply the appropriations, 

exclusive of that for the Post Office Department, 
|| was not less than $47,230,000, and inclusive of 
|| that 452,450,000; which was to be taken from the | 
He advocated a system of | 


| think the President will find that Executive | retrenchment and tconomy. 


infuence is not_as Omnipotent now as it was in || 
former times. That Representatives here have | 
learned that there is a power, not behind, but | 


[Mr. J.’s speech will be found in the Appendix. ] 
Mr. J. having concluded— 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, obtained the 


above the throne—one that will command obe- | floor, but yielded to a motion by 


dience even from the President himself. Why, || 
sir, when President Taylor first ascended the | 
presidential chair, he was anxious for the estab- | 
lishment of civil governments in New Mexico and || 
California. All will recollect jhis desires to save | 
the people there from the government of the bowie- | 
knife and the pistol. 

Sir, a few Free-Soilers, aided by Whigs and || 
Democrats, resisted the establishment of such || 
overnments, unless slavery were excluded. The || 
indignant frowns of the President were threatened || 
to be poured out upon the Free-Soil party, if they || 
opposed that measure again. Sir, these threats | 
had no effect. Free-Soilers and the people stood || 


frm. General Taylor saw the course of public || 


sentiment, and wisely changed his course and || 
adopted the policy of having no territorial govern- | 


ments; and the whole Whig party cried, Amen; || 


great is General Taylor, and his whole policy is | 


haved upon profound wisdom. General Taylor || 


now sleeps with his fathers—peace to his ashes. | 


But it seems that a Whig generation has now || 


risen up, Who know not General Taylor, and who | 
how are to vote for the establishment of a civil | 
government in Utah, without any exclusion of sla- | 
very. Well, sir, it is the duty of a soldier to face 
tothe right, or to the left, or to the right about, | 
according to the word of his commander. And 
we shall, | hope, have an opportunity of seeing 
wren who obeys the word with alacrity; how 
many Whigs will now take their turn upon the 
spring-board and give us a specimen of ground 
and lofty tumbling. 


| 
| 


| 





I rose simply to call attention to this programme 
of the future action of the House on these subjects. 
To advertise the country of what is to take place. 
To let gentlemen understand that we are not to be | 
taken by surprise, and these important measures 
forced upon the country by a snap judgment, un- 
foreseen by us. 

| will further add, that when we saw the aelec- | 


Mr. ASHE, that the committee rise. 

The committee refured to rise. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, then addressed 
the committee for an hour in defence of the claim 
of Texas, and in condemnation of the course pro- 
posed to be pursued by the President. [A report 
of his remarks will be published in the Appendix.] 

Mr: SEDDON obtained the floor, and on his 
motion,— 

The committee rose and reported. 

WINTHROP 8. HARDING. 


Mr. CONRAD rose, and made an appeal to the 
House, to discharge the Committee of the Whole 


House from the further consideration of the bill 
for the relief of Winthrop S. Harding. 


Mr. CARTTER said, he would move that the 


House adjourn. 


The SPEAKER said the gentleman from Lou- 


isiana was entitled to the floor. 
The title of the bill was read, (as above. ) 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, asked if the 


bill involved an appropriation ? 
Mr. CONRAD replied, that it did not. 


The bill was read for information, and no ob- | 


jection being made— 


The motion of Mr. Conrap was put and 


agreed to. 


So the committee were discharged, and the bill | 


was broucht before the House. 
The question being on its engrossment— 


Mr. PRESTON KING called for the reading of 


the report. 
The report was read. 


Mr. STRONG said, from the reading of the || 
report he had not been able to discover anything | 
|| which entitled the party to relief. 
some of the facts, to show that it was only an or- | 


dinary case of suretiship. 


He yielded, for inquiries and explanations, to | 
Messrs. Morse, Hussarp, Meane, and Conran. 
Mr. CONRAD briefly explained the reasons for 


tion of the Cabinet, when the present Secretary of | the bill. 


State was placed in premiership, we should have 
foreseen this result. Neither you, Mr. Chairman, | 
hor any other slaveholder, has ever gone so far to | 
degrade the North as the present Secretary of | 
State. You, sir, have been long in this Hall, you | 
have been dévoted to the interests of the South, | 
but you never dared—no, sir, | will not use the 
term dare—but you never felt it in your conscience 
to ask of the free States some eighty millions of 
dollars to compensate Virginia for the surrender of 
her northwest territory to freedom. In this se- 
~ Mr. Webster has fairly outstripped even the 
‘aveholders. His propositions in the Senate du- 
ring the present session, are odious and offensive 
'o the people. He is now the master spirit of the 
arenreaion He has sameed ne and 
ription upon its policy. It will prove the 
hand wri men the wall: “ Mene, ie tekel 


upharsim”? ig aire inscribed upon its policy. 
we aware, Me Chea ins you oan 


old your caucuses almost nightly, agree 
"pon your measures, and unite your efforts to sub- 


ee 
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Mownpar, 4ugust 12, 1850. 


A message was received from the President of 
| the United States, communicating the first part of 
the results of investigatiuns by Henry Schooleraft, 
| appointed under the act of March 3, 1847, to col- 
|| lect and digest such statistics and other materials 
| as may illustrate the history, present condition, 
| and future prospects of the various Indian tribes of 
| the United States; which was read, and the motion 
| to print was referred to the Committee on Print- 
| ing. 

i] MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 

|| Mr. HALE presented a petition of ministers in 
|| the New Hampshire Yearly Meeting of the Free- 
| Will Baptist Convention, remonstrating against 
| the admission of any more slave States into the 
|| Union, the extension of slavery to the Territories, 
|| and against the enactment of any more stringent 
laws for the recovery of fugitive slaves, and that 
slavery and the slave trade may be abolished in 
the District of Columbia; which was ordered to 
lie on the table. 

Also, a petition from citizens of New Hamp- 
shire, and a petition from citizens of Massachu- 
setts, asking that slavery may be prohibited by 
law in all the Territories of the United States; 
which were ordered to lie on the table. 

Also, from Joseph Gibbons, and forty other cit- 
izens of Lancaster county, in the State of Pennsyl- 
vania, asking the unconditional admission of Cal- 
ifornia into the Union, and protesting against any 
compromise by which one square inch of territory 
now free shall be consigned to slavery; and set- 
| ting forth that, though they are opposed to slavery 
‘| in every shape and form, they are sensible of their 
|, legal obligation to pay the pound of flesh guaran- 
tied to that Heaven-accursed institution by the 
terms of the Federal compact; which was received 
and ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. WINTHROP presented the petition of 
Isaac Eaton, and fifty-four other inhabitants of 
Mount Gilead, Loudoun county, in the State of 
Virginia, asking the enactment of a law providing 
means for enabling free negroes to emigrate to Af- 
rica, and forthe purchase of the slave children under 
four years of age of all mothers who shall emigrate 
as aforesaid; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

The petition is as follows: 


“To the Senate ant House of Representatives of the United 
| States in Congress’ assembled: 


* The undersigned, citizens of the United States, being 
anxious to improve the condition of the colored man, to aid 
in arresting the foreign slave trade, and the more rapidly to 


introduce into Africa the blessings of christianity and the arts 
of civilization, and being equally anxious to remove from 
our land every cause of diseord, and to secure the future 
welfare, harmony, and permanency of the American Union, 
| thus having in view objects upon which, we beheve, the 
|| great body of all parties, and of every section of the country 
can unite, would most respectfully pray hat Congress pase 
a bill providing means to remove from our country all the 
descendants of the African race who are both willing, and 
|| who may be at liberty to emigrate to Africa; that suitable 
|| provision be made for their real wants for one year after 
their arrival in that country; and, as a greater inducement 
for them to emigrate, thatan arrangement be negotiated for 


Ele referred to | \-giving them a bennty in land on their arrival, upon which 


they may, with industry and economy, support themselves; 
and make such other provision for them as may be deemed 
most desirable. It ia also desirable that an appropriation be 
made to purchase the slave children under four years of age, 
whose mothers shall be manumitted to be sent to Africa, so 
that they may accompany them thither.” 


Mr. BADGER presented the memorial of David 


Mr. STRONG concluded by moving to refer | Taylor, asking compensation for an Indian reser- 
the bill back to the Committee of the Whole || vation and improvements, as provided for in the 


House. 


The question was taken, and the vote stood— 
|| ayes 33, noes 36; no quorom. 


Pending the question— 
On motion, the House adjourned. 





PETITION, &e. 


The following petition, memorial, and resolu- | 
tions, were presented, under the rule, and referred | 


to the appropriate committees: 


By Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania: The petition of 
citizens of Clarion county, Pennsylvania, for a change iu 


the tarriff laws of Pennsylvania. 


By Mr. CHANDLER: The memorial of the Trustees of 
We Philadelphia City Gas Works, forthe refunding of duties | 
the Telescope gas-holder imported by || jn, to enable her more effectually to prevent the 


paid under protest on 


By Mr. BEVNETT: Resolutions of the Oneida annual | 
Conference of the Methodist Episeopal Church, against the 
admission of slavery into territory now free ; and approving 

Senators and Representatives opposed to | 


the course of the 


thirteenth article of the treaty with the Cherokee 
Indians of 1835 and 1836; which was referred to 
the Committee on Indian Affairs. 


BILL FROM HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

The bill feom the House of Representatives, for 
the relief of Al-lo-lah, and his representatives and 
their grantees, was read a first and second time by 
its title, and referred to the Committee on Iadian 
Affairs. 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 
Mr. DOWNS gave notice that he would to- 
|| morrow, or some convenient day thereafter, ask 
leave to introduce a bill to cede to the State of 
Louisiana the public lands remaining unsold thers- 


annual inundations of the Mississippi river, 
ALABAMA RAILROAD. 
On motion by Mr. BELL, the Senate proceeded 
to consider Senate bill No. 306, being the bil 


, 


+ leentine deihdicbesrovtae Sra ee EA 


* ~ ~ 






et 


* 


fi 


y 
/ 


t 


/ 


ME PR RRR ror, a le a eet ty ee eee 
Oe a, a y i A 
















Se ee ea ee ae ee 









































































ae eee 


granting to the State of Alabama the right of way | 
and « donation of public land, for the purpose of | 
locating and constructing a railroad from the point 
at which the Nashville and Chattanooga ralited 
crosses the Tennessee river to the town of Chatta- | 
nooga, | 

| 











Jonging to any citizen or inhabitant of the United 

or of either of the territorial @ist icts of the United States, 
or shall commit any murder, violence, or outrage upon an 
such citizen or inhabitant, it shall be the duty of such citi- 
| zen or inhabitant, his representative, attorney, or agent, to 
make application to the superintendent, or such other per- 
son as the President of the United States shall authorize 
for that purpose ; who, upon being furnished with the ne- 
cessary documents and proofz, shall, under the direction or 
instruction of the President of the United States, make ap- 
plication to the nation or tribe to which such Indian or In- 
dians shall belong, for satisfaction ; and if such nation or 
tribe shall neglect or refuse to make satisfaction in a rea- 
sonable time, not exceeding twelve months, then it shall 
be the duty of such superintendent or other person author- 
ized as aforesaid, to make return of his doings to the Presi- 
dent of the United States, and forward to him all the docu- 
ments and proofs in the case, that such further steps may 
be taken as shall be proper to obtain satisfaction for the in- 
jury; and in the mean time, in respect to the property so 
taken, stolen, or destroyed, the United States guaranties to | 
the purty injured aneventual indemnification: Provided al- 
ways, That if such injured party, his attorney, representa- 
tive, or agent, shall in any way violate any of the pruvis- 
iona of this act, by seeking or attempting to obtain private 





The Gill having been considered as in Committee 
of the Whole, and no amendment having been pro- 
posed, it was reported to the Senate, and ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading. 


| 
INTERCOURSE WITH INDIAN TRIBES, | 
On motion by Mr. RUSK, the Senate proceeded | 
to the consideration of the bill to extend the ben- | 
efit of the seventeenth section of the act to regu- 
late intercourse with the Indian tribes and to pre- 
serve peace on the frontier (approved June 3, 1834) 
to the people of the State of Texas and others. 
Mr. UNDERWOOD. I am opposed to the | 
enlargement of the acts heretofore existing upon 
the subject of our intercourse with the Indian satisfaction or revenge, by crossing over the line in any In- 
tribes, in the manner that the bill proposes, to in- || dian lands, he shall forfeit all claim upon the United States | 
crease the facilities of obtaining money. I desire, || for such Indemnification : ind provided also, That noth-- 
2 : ; as ‘ : | ing berein contained shall prevent the legal apprehension 
therefore, that this bill may be laid over until to- |) of arresting, within the limits of any State or district, of 
morrow, that I may have time to examine it. || auy Indian having so offended ; And provided further, That 
Mr. RUSK. Mr. President, l hope the honor- : eacs ee Srentes chan = ee ae. States to 
able Senator will withdraw that motion. So far ined suid bl Geeniaea te bap suds haghenk "wn ef abe 
ag the State of Texas is concerned there are very |) annual stipend which the United States are bound to pay 
few claims; and they are here. The faperciotians || to the tribe to which such Indian shall belong. ” 
that have been committed there have been com- | 
mitied by Indian tribes that have emigrated from 
other parts of the United States. But three or 
four cases have come to my knowledge, and they 
are auch as relief laws might be passed for. One 
or two of them have been referred to the Commit- | 
iee on Indian Affairs, and that committee has re- | 
ported this bill to cover those cases und all similar 
ones. 
I hope that the honorable Senator will withdraw || 
his motion. This bill has been up three or four 
times. ‘The amounts that will be paid under it 


I 


i 
| 


Now, sir, I have been willing, from the begin- 
ning, to extend every provision which I have read 
from this law to all the Indian tribes in Texas 
and on the western frontier. But this bill enlarges 
this much beyond the provision which | have 
read. For instance, it makes no distinction be- 
tween depredations committed by Indians, by 
crossing over the line into the territory of a State, 
and depredations committed upon persons who 
may be passieg through the Indian country. Now, 
| it seems to me that if our citizens go into the In- 


are “nt | dian country, they must abide by what injuries 
will be small, and the individuals who will be bene- they receive, without looking to the Goverment for 
fitted by this bill need indemnity very much. If || : 


|| indemnity. This is introducing a new principle 
the bill ia postponed, we may not be able to get it || jnto the legislation of Congress, and one that | am 
up again, and thus it will be defeated. ? 


Tae toe , ; not willing to introduce. 
Mr. UNDERWOOD. In this bill the word | My attention, Mr. President, was drawn to this 
** indemnity ” is stricken out in one place, but im- || 


! pre || bill from the fact that I am a member of the Com- 
mediately following there is @ provision made to | mittee of Claims, and know something in relation 
pay. The bill seems to be inconsistent in that re- || to these Indian depredations, and from the fact 
epect. But I do not wish to delay the bill. I || that there is a provision in the bill giving it a re- 
cannot vote for it,as it stands. If the Senate || troactive operation,so as to embrace a great many 
choose to pass it, let them do so. I shall give my || [Indian claims which | supposed had been pre- 
vote against it, 1 withdraw the proposition to || sented to the committee of which I am a member. 
postpone. 


; ie . I did not see the policy of that. But, sir, when | 
Mr. CHASE. Mr. President, this is certainly || came to look into the law which | have just read, 
a bul of very considerable importance, and a bill 
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redations committed within the limits of 7... ~ 
Citizens of Texas now have the ies ben gate 
the law of 1834 as the citizen of Missouri i ~. 
or New Hampshire or Connecticut, jn treven’ 
through the Indian country. If the Senate, 
turn his attention to the 17th section of het will 
course law of 1834, he will find the provision yn 
he complains this law will extend to Texas ek : 
existing in other cases. The object of this bil 
to provide for indemnity for depredations elke - 
ted within the limits of the State of Texas ‘ef 
the annexation of Texas, the United States h 
given her no protection. Until within the - 
year or two, we have had no authorized Indies 
_agent within the limits of Texas. Depredaii ian 
have been committed from the hour of annexaiinn 

up to the present time—to what extent | do - 
know. Now, the question is this: Wij! Ton oe 
tend to the State of Texas, to the people of * 
State of ‘Texas, within her limits, the same 
visions or enactments that apply to the States of 
Iowa, Wisconsin, Missouri, Arkansas, 
other frontier State in this Union ? 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, (in his seat.) Certainly 
I will. 

Mr. ATCHISON. Very well. This bill docs 
nothing more. There is no new provision jn i; 

Mr. EWING. The difficulty in this bil, thy 
strikes my mind the most, is not that vrged by the 
gentleman from Kentucky. But there is another 
difficulty. Itis this: The United States has no 
control over the Indians in Texas at all. Our in. 
tercourse act does not extend there at all. W, 
| cannot regulate the trade with the Indians there, 
| We cannot prohibit the selling of spirituous liquors 
to them. We cannot license traders, or prevent 


and every 


|| individuals from going upon the Indian territory 
‘| of Texas. The whole control of the Indians of 


Texas is strictly and properly in Texas itself. [f 
| this control possessed by Texas was surrendered 


|| to the United States, as it is in other States, jt 


| would certainly be right to extend the laws pro. 
| tecting their property, just as they are extended in 
, other States. But this bill does not so extend 
them. . It takes simply that provision of the Indian 
intercourse act which pays money for depreda- 
tions, without putting it in the power of the 
United States to protect property and to take care 
of the Indians, as they do in other States. This, | 
| believe, is the case. 

There is an Indian agentin Texas, appointed, as 
[ thought, under very doubtful authority. | was 
not exactly certain of the power of the United 
States to appoint that agent at all. There was, 
however, precedent for the appointment. This 





Bs and found that these depredations heretofore pro- 
which may create demands upon the public Treas- | vided for were depredations committed within the 
ury toa large amount. I am not content, there- 


. re ; limits of a State, and then saw that this bill was 

fore, to let it pass, in its present shape, without @ || broad enough to embrace all the depredations that 

record of my vote against it. I shall ask, there- || ay have been committed upon persons traveling 

a yy the yeas and nays on the engrossment of |) ¢,om Independence, St. Joseph, or any where else, 

the Oil, across the plains, and even to California; and 
Mr. SEBASTIAN. Mr. President, before the | coors , 


Ok E when I looked at the impossibility of telling what 
question is taken on the engrossment of the bill, I || [dian tribe had committed these depredations to 
wish to submit an amendment, to which I sup- 


— ; : whom our agents were to look for indemnity, and 
pose there will be no objection. It is to insert 1M |) out of what annuities or gratuities, on the part of 
the third line the words “ or under the jurisdiction® 


or authority of,’’ so as to read, * ifany Indian or || 


Indians belonging to or under the jurisdiction and || struck me that there were some objections to legis- 
quiheriny "oF os sais ° fee J | lating beyond the act of 1802. 
»” &e. 


, ns ‘5 Now, sir, | put it to gentlemen whether this bill 
This 18 intended to except the annuities of the || does not provide for all the injuries that have been 
Indians from any liability for any depredations | perpetrated in any travel going to California, or 
committed by bands who have exiled themselves | going to Santa Fé from Upper Missouti? And 
from tho jurisdiction of their tribes, Such instan- | pow will it be possible to ascertain what tribe has 
ces have occurred, [ think, among Indians now 


i committed the depredation—to which tribe we are 
residing in Texas, who do not acknowledge any 


aera —e “ips | to look for indemnity? Is it the intention of the 
authority or jurisdiction to those living within the || sunnorters of the bill to provide for the payment 
territories assigned them by their treaties with | 


f all these d ti ? ike i “d 
the United States. I think that class of cases = ese depredations? I should like informa 


|| tion on these points before voting on the bill, I 
ought to be excepted. I hope, therefore, there || qo not myself see the propriety of enlarging the 
will be no objection to the ee '| provisions of the act of 1802, 

The amencqens was agresd 00. +) || Mr. ATCHISON. The Senator has been ‘un- 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Mr. President, I will fortunate in not examining the intefcourse law of 
now read to ihe Senate the fourteenth section of || 1834 instead of the law of 1802; for he will find 
the act of 1802, regulating the mode of paying for | : ’. : : 
ladien.. dei laliane, in.order to point out the in- 1 that since 1834, cases of depredation committed in 


consistency between the bill now before the Sen- | the Indian territory have been provided for and 


sie and the former legislation of Congress upon || Ptd by Congress. The intercourse law of 1834 


: : makes the same provision when depredations are 
Nar ‘The fourteenth section of that act | committed in what is made adlan ‘tareey a 


described as Indian territory, whether the cases 
* That oa ee — occur near the Arkansas line, or from the frontiers 
o sep wee || of Missouri and lowa to the frontiers of Mexico. 
A dubited Oj chizeus ofthe United Staces, and there taxe, | This has been the law since 1834, and it is no new 
rteal, or destroy, any horse, horses, or other property be- || provision. This bill was intended to apply to dep- 








the Government, they were to be deducted, it || 


Indian agent has been there for a few years. But 
I do not recollect any law which authorizes his ap- 
pointment, or gives him the powers which such 
|| agents have in other States and Territories of the 
| United States. The portion of Texas occupied 
| by the Indians is not Indian territory in the sense 
ll of the law of the United States. Now, I would 
|| not consent to answer for the depredations com- 
mitted by the Indians within that Territory, over 
whom we had no control, and whom we cannotat 
all direct. Thatis my objection. And unlessit 
can be shown that that objection does not exist, or 
unless it be remedied, in some form or other,| 
cannot consent to vote for this hill. 

Mr. CHASE. The act of 1834 defines the lim- 
| its of the Indian country. It is the territory west 
of the Mississippi, and not within the States of 
Missouri and Louisiana, or the Territory of Ar- 
kansas; and also that part of the United States 
east of the Mississippi river, and not within any 
State to which the Indian title has not been extn- 
guished. This isthe Indian country. It is terr- 
tory without the States, and beyond the limits of 
any State. Itis to that territory that the provi- 
sions of this act of 1834 extend. Now, it is er 
posed to extend the provisions of this act to . 
redations committed within the States of Flor 
and Texas. 

So far as the State of Florida is concerned, any 
depredations committed by Indians residing within 
the Indian country, are aiready provided for by 
the act of 1834. 

So far as the State of Texas is concerned, she 
stands upon a totally different principle. She has 
reserved to herself all the lands within her limits. 
She has entire control over the Indians within ber 
limits. The power of the United States does not ¢x- 
tend to them, unless ina limited degree, 98 
described by my colleague. If, then, we pass this 
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we make ourselves responsible for depreda- 
vt, W mmitted by Indians over whom we have 

Conttih: The principle of all former acts has 
eee where we are responsible for the con- 
juct of the Indians, we are responsible for the 

edations they commit, it is now proposed 
res shall be responsible for the depredations of 
stiane, for whose conduct we are not responsible. 
This is totally different, it seems to me, trom the 
pciple of all former acts. | 1 should be very 
hoppy to vote for any act which came within the 
rel meaning and spirit of the act of 1834. Butit 
gems to me hat this does not. 

USK. Mr. President, as the honorable 
chairman of the Committee or Indian Affairs [Mr. 
\rcmison]} has stated, the law of 1834 extends to 
every State of the Union, with the eXception of 
ie state of Texas, The objections of the Sena- 
or from Ohio (Mr. Ewan) will be answered by 
the Constituuion itself, which declares that ** Con- 
sess shall have power to regulate commerce with 
eign nations, between the several States, and 
wich we Indian tribes.” 

The annexation of Texas extended the power 
ynder the Constitution to control the Indian tribes 
in the State of ‘Texas, The depredations that are 
complained of are nol very many. They ore dep- 
redauons committed by Indians who do not belong 
xoperly to the State of Texas. They are com- 
mitied by Indian tribes who, by the policy of 
the United States, have been forced out of other 


parts of the United States—out of Louisiana and 


Mr. R 


other States. ‘They are absolutely intruders upon 
the soii of Texas. ‘The Caddo Indians, the Chero- 
kees, the Shawnees, and various others, commit 
these depredations. We ask nothing but the ex- 
ievsion of the same law which extends to every 
ower State in the Union. And as to the power 
which the Congress of the United States has over 
these Indians, itis guarantied by the Constitution. 
ltws true, there is an agent there. But he was 
first appointed on account of an appropriation 
having been made for he purpose of appointing 
anavent temporarily. Unfortunately, the last agent 
that has been there has been in bad health for 
some time, and | have seen no reports from him. 
The depredations have been committed on those 
who are poor, We ask for the passage of this 
bill, which extends no. privileges to the State of 
Texas which are not now extended to every other 
Sate in the Union. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. It is now twelve o’clock, the 
hour for the consideration of the special order; 


B but if a vote can be taken on this bill now, | wail 


waive my call for the special order. 

Several Senators. Let us vote. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I now move to strike 
out that part of the bill which gives ita retroactive 
operation. I find that the bill of 1834 coftains 
this provision: 

“ And provided also, That unless such claim shall be pre- 
sented within three years aiter the commission of the in- 
jury, the same shall be barred. Aud if the nation or tribe 
wo which such Indian may belong receive an annuity from 
tn United States, such claim shall, at the next payment of 
Wie anwaity, be deducted therefrom, and paid to the party 
injired; aad if no annuity is payable to such nation or 
ibe, then the amount of the claim shell be paid from the 
‘Treasury of the United States.?? 

Now, you have inserted in this bill a provision 
giving it @ retroactive operation in reference to 
Georgia, Alabama, and F'lorida, as well as Texas, 
that sets aside this provision, which is applicable 
w the rest of the United States. 

Mr. ATCHISON. The reason of that is obvi- 
ous. The intercourse law did not extend to the 
Siies of Alabama, Georgia, and Florida, nor to 
Texas. That is the reason for the provision to 
which the Senator refers. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I do not see why it 
should not have extended to Alabama and the 
oa States where there were those southern In- 
lang, 

Mr. YULEE. I can answer the Senator. 1 
‘hink the construction of that law should have 
been such as tO have extended to those States. 
But the department having decided otherwise, 
“poh @ strict construction, it becomes necessary 
‘hat remedial legislation should take place. 

Mr. EWING. Mr. President, 1 think there 
ot ce further legislation before this branch 
~ the bill is passed. Notwithstanding the provis- 
‘on of the Constitution which the Sesase trees 


— has brought forward, | do not think the In- 
‘sn department has power to prohibit individuals, 
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that time. 











under the circumstan from entering into the 
Indian territory in Texts; to prevent them from 
establishing trading posts there ; to prevent their 
selling spirituous liquors there. Inshort, they 
have no means of protecting the Indians from the 
frontier inhabitants of Texas without further legis- 
lation. The general powers given by the Consti- 
tution do not confer it upon them. Without that, 
it will not do to extend this provision to Texas. 
I think it proper that there should be provisions of 
law connected with this that would give the Uni- 
ted States the same power over the Indians there 
that she has in other Territories, when she takes 
upon herself the same responsibility that is asked 
to be taken here. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I move to postpone the fur- 
ther consideration of this subject tll to-morrow 
morning at half past eleven o’clock. 

Mr. RUSK. And make it the special order for 


Mr. DOUGLAS. Very well. 
The motion was agreed to. 


ADMISSION OF CALIFORNIA. 

Mr. DOUGLAS moved, and the Senate pro- | 
ceeded to the consideration of the bill for the ad- | 
mission of California as a State into the Union. =| 
The question pending was on the following | 
amendment submitted on- Saturday by Mr. Tur | 


y | 
ney. Strike out the first section of the bill, and | 


insert the following: 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of | 
the United States of Americain Congress assembled, That, as | 
soon as California shall have passed in convention an ordi- 
nance providing— 

* Thatshe relinquishes all claim to tax, dispose of, or in 
any way to interiere with the primary disposal by the United 
States of the public domain within her limits ; 

“That she will not interpose her authority and power so | 
as to obstruct or impede any control which the United 
States may deem advisable to exercise over such districts 
in the mining regions, (either now discovered, or to be dis- 
covered hetreafter,) as may not be included in any lawful 
grant made to private individuals or to corporations prior to | 
the cession of California to the United States ; 

“That the lands of the non-residents shall never be taxed 
higher than those of residents ; 

“ That the navigable waters shall be open and free to all 
citizens of the United States, those of California included ; 


i 
| 
| 





That her southern limits shall be restricted to the Mis- 
souri compromise line, (36° 3/ of north latitude ;) 

* And as soon as she shail have produced to the President 
of the United States satisfactory and authentic evidence 
that the terms above set forth have been fully and exactly 
complied with, the President of the United States be and 
he is hereby authorized and requested, without any further 
action onthe part of Congress, to issue his proclamation de- 
claring that California is, and shall thereupon be, admitted 
into the Union upon an equal footing with the original | 
States in all respects whatsoever.’ 


A discussion ensued between Messrs. SOULE, | 
DOUGLAS, and FOOTE, after which the ques- | 
tion was taken on the amendment of Mr. ‘l'ur- 
Ney, and it was rejected—yeas 20, nays 30; as | 
follow: 


YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Barnwell, Bell, Ber- 
rien, Butier, Clemens, Davis of Mississippi, Dawson, 
Downs, Foote, Huuter, King, Mason, Pratt, Rusk, Sebas- | 
tian, Soulé, ‘Turney, and Yulee—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Baliwin, Benton, Bradbury, Bricht, | 
Cass, Chase, Cooper, Davis of Massachusetts, Dickinson, 
Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of lowa, Dougias, Ewing, | 
Feich, Greene, Hale, Hamlin, Miller, Norris, Seward, | 
Shields, Smith, Spruance, Sturgeon, Underwood, Upham, | 
Wales, Waiker, Whitcomb, and Winthrop—30. ' 


_ The question then recurred on ordering the bill | 
to be engrossed for a third reading. 


Mr. BERRIEN addressed the Senate for up- i| . : 
| the following resolution: 


wards of two hours, and was followed by Mr. | 
FOOTE, Mr. CASS, Mr. DAVIS of Massachu- 
setts, and others. 

Mr. HUNTER moved that the Senate do now 


Mr. DOUGLAS called for the yeas and nays, 





| 
adjourn. | 


and they were ordered, and were— 
YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Barnwell, Bell, Berrien, But- 


ler, Clemens, Davis of Mississippi, Dawson, Downs, Foote, | 


| 
| 
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YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Barnwell, Betl, Berrien, But- 
ler, Clemens, Davis of Mississippi, Dawsen, Downs, Foote, 
Hunter, King, Mason, Morton, Pratt, Rusk, Sebastian, 
8 wié, Turney, and Yulee—20, 

NAY S—Me-srs. Baldwin, Bradbury, Bright, Cass, Chase, 

Cooper, Davia of Massachusetts, Dickinson, Dodge of Wis- 
co-sin, Dodge of Iowa, Douglas, Ewing, Felch, Greene, 
Hale, Hamlin, Houston, Miller, Norris, Pivelps, Seward, 
Shrelds, Smith, Spruance, Sturgeon, Underwood, Upham, 
Wales, Walker, Winthrop, awd Winteomb—31, 

So the motion was not agreed to. 

— ; : : : 

_Mr. FOOTE. Being instructed to resist this 
bill to the last, | move that it be laid upon the ta- 
ble. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, called for the yeas 
and nays, and they were ordered, and were— 

YEAS—Messrs, Atchison, Barnwell, Berrien, Butler, 
Clemens, Davis of Mississippi, Dawson, Downs, Poot, 
Hunter, King, Mason, Morwn, Prat, Rusk, Sebastian, 
Soulé, Turney, and Yulee—19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Baldwin, Bell, Bradbury, Bright, Cass, 
Cha-e, Cooper, Davis of Massachusetts, Dickinson, Dodge 
of Wisconsin, Dodge of Iowa, Dougias, Ewing, Feien, 
Greene, Hale, Hamlin, Housion, Miller, Norris, Phelpa, 
Seward, Shields, Smith, Spruance, Sturgeon, Underwood, 
Upham, Wales, Waiker, Winthrop, and Whitcom)—32. 

So the bill was not laid upon the table. 

Mr. TURNEY. I| move that the Senate do 
now adjourn. 

The motion was negatived, on a division, by a 
majority of 28 to 18. 

‘he question again recurred upon ordering the 
bill to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, called for the 

yeas and nays, and they were ordered, and were: 

YEAS—Messrs. Baldwin, Bell, By nton, Bradbury, Bright, 
Cass, Chase, Cooper, Davis of Massachusetts, Dickin-on 
Dodge of Wisconsin, Doge of lowa, Douglas, Ewing, 
Feich, Greene, Hale, Hamlin, Houston, Miller, Noris, 
Phelps, Seward, Shields, Smith, Spruance, Sturgeow, Un- 
eunrent, Upham, Wales, Waiker, Winthrop, and Whit- 
comb—33, 


NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Barnwell, Berrien, Butler, 
Clemens, Davis of Mississippi, Dawson, Downs, Foote, 
Hunter, King, Mason, Morton, Pratt, Rusk, Sebastian, 
Soulé, Turney, and Yulee—19. 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed fora 
third reading. 

The PRESIDENT. When shall it have its 
third reading? 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, and others. 
Let it be read now. 

Mr. DOUGLAS, 
already engrossed. 
reading now. 

Several Senators. Let it be read now. 

Other Senators objected. 

Mr. ATCHISON, 1 move that the Senate do 
now adjourn. I understand that there are several 
Senators who still desire to speak, 

The motion to adjourn was negatived, on a di- 
vision, by a majority of 25 to 23. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, rose, and was 
proceeding to address the Senate upon the neces 
sity of deliberation on the passage of a bill of such 
vital importance, when he was interrupted by 

Mr. YULEE, who desired him to give way for 
a motion to adjourn. 

Mr. DAVIS yielded the floor for that motion, 
and it was agreed to by a vote of 28 to 19. 

And the Senate adjourned. 








I understand that the bill is 
I therefore ask for the third 








ILOUSE OF KEPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvuespay, August 13, 1850. 
Mr. BOOTH asked and obtained leave to offer 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instrnet- 
ed to inquire into the propriety of providing by law a salary 
for the Collector at the port of Middietown, in the State of 
Connecticut. 


The question was taken, and the resolution ‘was 
agreed to. 
MINNESOTA. 
On motion by Mr. BOYD, the Committee on the 


Hunter, King, Mason, Morton, Pratt, Rusk, Sebastian, || Territories was discharged from the further con- 


soulé, Turney, Underwood, and Yulee—21. 
NAYS—Messrs Baldwin, Bradbury, Bright, Cass, Chase, 
Cooper, Davis of Massachusetts, Dickinson, Dodge of Wis. 
consin, Dodge of lowa, Dougl 
ae Hamilin, Renae ee om Phel 
Shields, Smith, Spruance, Stu pham 
er, Winthrop, and Whiteomb—3l.” : 


So the Senate refused to adjourn. 

The question again recurred upon ordering the 
bil to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. 1 move to 


» Seward, 


ost- 


Ewing, Feich, Greene, | 


i 
i 


| sideration of the bill for the benefit of the Terri- 


tory of Minnesota, and it was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 
Mr. RICHARDSON asked the unanimous con- 


ales, Waik- || sent of the House to take up Senate bill No. 92, 


|| giving a little bounty (he said) to a soldier who 
|| had both his arms shot off in Mexico. 


The title was read for information, as follows: 
*¢ An act for the further relief of John Mitchell.”’ 
Mr. RUMSEY called for the reading of the bill; 


pone the further consideration of the bill unui to- | which was read. 


morrow, at twelve o’clock. 
Mr. DOUGLAS called for the yeas and nays, 
and they were ordered, and were— 


No objection being made, 
The bill was brought before the House upon ity 
third reading. 
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Mr. PRESTON KING moved to amend the bill 
by striking out 1847 and inserting 1850, so that the 
increased pension should commence from and after 
May, 1850. 

Some conversation and explanations followed, 
by Mesers. PRESTON KING, THOMPSON of 
Misia, RICHARDSON, and McLANE of 
Maryland. 


Mr. ASHMUN, remarking that he was sure 


the unanimous consent of the House was not given 
with any expectation of debate arising upon a pri- 


vate bill, and that such debate was out of place at | 


this ‘time, moved the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question was ordered—being first on the 
amendment of Mr. Kine. 

‘The question was taken, and the amendment 
was agreed to—ayes 81, noes not counted. 

By unanimous consent a further amendment was 
made to correspond with that just adopted. 

The bill was then read a third time and passed. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
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Stetson, , Taylor, Thowat, Jacob Thompson, John 
B. Thompson, l'combs, Venable, Walden, Wailace, Wat- 
kins, Wellborn, Wentworth, Wildrick, Wood, Woodward, 
and Young—s3. 

NAYS—Messars. Albertson, Alexander, Alston, Ashmun, 
Baker, Bennett, Bissell, Bokee, Booth, Briggs, Brooks, Bur- 
rows, Thomas B. Buuler, Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, 
Campbell, Cartter, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, Cole, Corwin, 
Crowell, Daniel, Deberry, Dickey, Disney, Dixon, Duncan, 
Dunham, N. Evans, Fitch, Fowler, Gentry, Giddings, Gor- 
man, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Hampton, Harlan, Thoinas L. 


| Harris, Hay, Hebard, Hibbard, William ‘lt. Jackson, James 


G. King, John A. King, Leffler, Littlefield, Horace Mann, 
Murshali, McCiernand, McDonald, McGaughey, McKissock, 
Meacham, Moore, Nelson, Ogie, Phenix, Pitman, Reed, 
Reynolds, Risiey, Robinson, Rockwell, Roct, Rose, Ross, 
Rumsey, Schenck, Schermerhorn, Shepperd, Silvester, 
Stanty, Sweetser, Underhili, Van Dyke, Vinton; Waldo, 
White, Whittlesey, Williams, and Wilson—s5. 

So the House refused to go into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

{[Mr. GREEN, when his name was called, 
rose and stated, that he had paired off with Mr. 
Putnam, of New York, and should, therefore, de- 
cline to vote 


{Mr. Buet and Mr. Hay, as stated by Mr. 


Mr. ASHMUN inquired what was thé regular | Fircu, have also paired off. | 


order of business ? 


The SPEAKER. The call of the committees || 


for reports. 


Mr. ASHMUN, I call for the regular order of || 
| 


| 
| 
i 


business, 

Mr. BAYLY. 1 move that the rules be sus- 
pended, and that the House resolve itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Pending the question, by general consent— 


| 


On motion by Mr. POTTER, ieave was granted | 
to withdraw from the filesthe memorial of V ‘illiam: || 
A. Bradiey and others, praying for the erection of || 


the purpose of its reference to the Senate. 
On motion by Mr. DUNEIAM, leave was 
granted to withdraw from the files the petition and 


a new postoffice in the city of Washington, for | 
| 


papers of James Uppinghouse, in ‘relation to a | 


tract of jand, with the view of their reference to 
ove of the Executive Departments. 
MEETING AT SAVANNAH. 

Mr. JACKSON, of Georvia, appealed to the 
gentleman from Virginia, the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, to give way for 
a moment to allow him to ask the unanimous 
consent of the House to present certain resolutions 
that had been adopted at a meeting of citizens | 
of Savannah on the 23d of July last, apon the sub- 


at a subsequent meeting on the 3lst of the same | 
month. 

Mr. BAYLY having assented thereto— 

Mr. JACKSON stated, that on yesterday, when 


AMENDMENT TO THE RULES. 

The SPEAKER then announced the regular or- 
der of business to be the call of the committees for 
reports, commencing where the call was last sus- 
pended, that is, with the Committee on Rules. 

Mr. JONES, from the Committee on Rules, of- 
fered the following amendment, to come in at the 
endof the 34th rule of the House: 

“ After which any member, who shall first obtain the 
floor, shall be allowed to speak five minutes in opposition to 
it, and there shall be no further debate on the amendment, 

ut the same privilege of debate shall be allowed in favor ut 
and against any amendment that may be offered to the 
amendment; and neither the amendment nor an amend- 
ment to the amendment shall be withdrawn by the mover 
thereof, unless by the unanimous consent of the commit- 


| tee.”? 


The 34th rule, thus proposed to be amended, 
is in the following words: 


34. “ No member shall occupy more than one hour in de- 


1] bate, on any question in the House or iin committee, but a 


member ,eporung the measure under consideration trom a 


| committee may open and close the debate: Provided, That 


where debate is closed by order of the House, any member 
shall be allowed, in committee, five minutes to explain any 
amendment he may offer.’’ 

The amendment having been read— 

Mr. JONES said: We are all aware that under 


| the rule allowing five minutes for explanation to 


the calling of the States for resolutions was regu- |) 


larly in order, the order had been superseded by 
tive House going into Committee on the state of the 


Union, and he had had consequently, no opportu- |! quiring a vote to be taken without explanation. 


nity to do his solemn duty, as instructed, to a por- | 


| the mover of un amendment, after the general de- 


jects now agitating the Union, and again adopted || pate has been closed, some of the most business- 


like and beneficial debates have taken place in 
committee. But | think we all are likewise aware, 
that that rule has been abused. it was originally 
intended, as all of us who were here at the time of 
its adopuon well know, to give the mover of an 
amendment—particularly to appropriation bills— 


an opportunity of explaining it, instead of re- 


tion of his constituents, and; as he believed, to his || 


country. He desired now not to agitate, not to 
provoke discussion, but simply to have read to 
the Representatives of the people, resolutions | 


which would exhibit the opinions and feelings of | 


the ancient city of Savannah. ‘To present the res- | 
olutions simply at ‘the desk to the Clerk under 
the rule, would not be in compliance with the in- 
tention of his constituents. He asked that unani- 
mous consent should be given, and the resolutions 
be read, when he would move to lay them on the 


The amendment now reported from the Com- 
mittee on Rules, proposes to extend to any other 
member of the committee the mght to occupy five 
minutes in Opposition to the amendment, and then 
requires that there shall be no further debate upon 
i. And the same rule is to be applied to an 
amendment to the amendment. The committee is 
then to be brought to a vote, and the mover shail not 
be permitted to withdraw the amendment without 
the unanimous consent of the committee, 

With this explanation 1 move the previous 
question on the amendment. 


mun, Baker, Bay, Bennett, Bingham, Bokee, Booth. Br» 
| Briggs, Brooks, W. J. Bro Y ment ‘ Gane 
| P. Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, Carter, Casey, Chander 
Clarke, W. R, W. Cobb, Cole, Corwin, Crowell, D> be Y, 
| Dickey, Disney, Doty, Duncan, Dunbam, N. Evans, Ewing 





Aug. 13, 
whether there js a determination to Ps 
. 4 a < cut 
right of debate in this House, of al 
_ Mr. ORR, (to the S ker.) What is the au 
tion before the House we 
The SPEAKER. It is on the motion of the 
Cena st Mississippi [Mr. Tuompsoy to 
ay on the table the report of the Commin, 
Rules. . oe 
Mr. INGE, I should like to record my yor 
against that report. 1 call for the yeas at's . 
on the motion to lay on the table. pa 
The yeas and nays were ordered, 
The amendment was again read. 
‘The question was taken, and decided in 
ative—yeas 50, nays 136; as follow: 
YEAS— Messrs, Alston, Ashe, Averett, Bayly, Beale 
sell, Bowdon, Boyd, Albert G. Brown, Burt, Geo, 
Caldwell, Clingman, Coleock, Daniel, Edmundson, Feau,. 
erstou, Hamilton, Hammond, Haralson, 8. W. Harris he : 
laday, Holmes, Howard, Inge, Joseph W, Jackson, inal 
L. Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, La Sére, Marshall Mason 
McDowell, R. M. McLane, McMullen, McQueen ” Mesa’ 
Millson, Morse, Morton, Orr, Outlaw, Parker, Powel! Sea” 
don, R. H. Stanton, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Toog aa 
Venable, Wallace, and Woodward—50, Pst 
NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Alexander, Anderson, As). 


the neg. 


’ Bis. 


ge 


rown, Burrows, Joseph Cabj J 


try, 


Fitch, Powter, Fuller, Gentry, Giddings, Gott, Gould, Grin. 
nell, Hall, Hampton, Harlan, isham G, Harris, T. L. Haris 
Hay, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Hibbard, Hoagiand, Hous. 
ton, W. T. Jackson, Andrew Johuason, Jones, Julian, Kerr 
G. G. King, James G. King, John A. King, Preston King, 
Lettier, Littlefield, Horace Mann, J. Mann, Matteson, ic. 
Clernand, McDonald, McGaughey, MeKissock, Mel.ana. 
han, F., E. McLean, Meacham, Moore, Morchead, Morris, 


| Nelson, Ogle, Olds, Otis, Peaslee, Peck, Phenix, Pitman, 


Potter, Recd, Reynolds, Richardson, Risley, Robinson, 
Rockwell, Root, Rese, Russ, Ramsey, Sackett, Sawielle, 
Schenck, Schermerhorn, Schooleraft, Shepperd, Silvester, 
Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, I. Stevens, Stetson, Strong, 
Sweetser, Taylor, James ‘Thompson, John B. Thompson, 
Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Walden, Waldo, Watkins, 


| Wentworth, White, Whittlesey, Wildrick, Williams, Wil- 


son, Wood, and Young—136. 


So the House refused to tay the report on the 
table. 

The question recurring upon seconding the de- 
mand for the previous question— 

Pending the question— 

Mr. BAYLY moved that the rules be suspend- 
ed, and that the House resolve itself into Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. VENABLE demanded the yeas and nays, 

The SPEAKER was in the act of counting the 
House, when 

Mr. VENABLE, at the suggestion of Mr. 
Tuompson, of Mississippi, withdrew the call. 

_ The question was taken, and the sound indica- 
ting that it was decided in the negative— 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, renewed the 
demand for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and, being 
taken, were—yeas 66, nays 117; as follow: 

YEAS— Messrs. Anderson, Ashe, Averett, Bayly, Beale, 
Bowdon, Bowie, Boyd, Albert G. Brown, Burt, George 
A. Caldwell, Clingman, W. R. W. Cobb, Daniel, Bé- 
mundson, Ewing, Featherston, Gorman, Hall, Hauiltwa, 
Hammond, Haralson, Isham G, Harris, Sampson W. Har- 
ris, Hoagland, Holladay, Holmes, Howard, Hubbard, luge, 
Joseph W. Jackson, Andrew Johnson, James L. Johnavn, 
Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Preston King, La Sére, Mason, 
McDowell, Robert M. McLane, MeMulien, MeQueea, 
MeWillie, Meade, Milison, Morehead, Morris, Morse, Mor- 
ton, Orr, Outlaw, Parker, Powell, Robbins, Richard H. 
Stanton, Thaddeus Stevens, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, 


‘Toombs, Venable, Wallace, Watkins, Weilbo: ny Wildnck, 
Woodward, and Young—66, 
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table. ‘ || Mr." THOMPSON, of Mississippi. I hope the NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Alexander, Ashmun, Ba- 
Mr. ASHMUN renewed his call for the regular } gentleman from Tennessee, |Mr. Jones,) afterhav- || ker, Bay, Bennett, Bingham, Bissell, Bokee, Booth, 
order of business. E - . || ing made a speech himself, will not insist on the Breck, Briggs, Brooks, William J. Brown, Burrows, ae 
ir. BAYLY insisted upon his motion. || demand for the previous question. I hope he will || % 5. Butler; Joseph Cable, Joseph: P. Caldwell, Calvin, 
d k q pe Campbell, Carter, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, Cole, Corwin, 
The question was taken, an | withdraw it. Crowell, Deberry, Dickey, Disney, Doty, Duer, Duncan, 
The SPEAKER announced, ayes 67, noes 56. | The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from || Dunham, Durkee, Nathan Evans, Fitch, Fowler, Puller, 
Mr. ROBINSON demanded the yeas and nays; | Tennessee (Mr. Jones] withdraw the demand for || Se" Giddings, Gott, Gould, Griftpell, Hampton, Aarian, 
which were ordered. she arevious quastion? Thomas L. Harris, Hay, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Hib 
T) ; : itself 4 ere pe : bard, Houston, William T. Jackson, Julian, Kerr, George 
_ The question, ** Will the House resolve itself | r. JONES. | shall withdraw it only for a mo- 
into Committee of the Whole on the state of the || ment, and simply for the purpose of saying, that 


G, King. James G. King, John A. King, Leffler, Litefield, 
Horace Mann, Job Mann, Marshall, Matteson, MeClernand, 
Union?” was then taken, and resulted—yeas 83, the report was made from the Committee on Rules 

nays 85; as follow: 1 


McDonald, McGaughey, McKissock, MeLanahan, Finis E. 
: ; McLean, Meacham, Moore, Nelson, Ogle, Otis, |’easiee, 
ye oe ici neues. dete Miata I for the purpose of facilitating the business of the || Peck, Phenix, Pitman, Potter, Reed, Reynolds, Richardson, 

YRAS—Messrs. Anderson, + y'yy > || House; and the committee instructed me to move || Risley, Robinson, weil, Rose, Ross, Rumsey, 
Bingham, Bowdon, Boyd, Breck, iliam J. Brown, Burt, the previous question. Sackett, Schenck Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Shepperd, 
Joseph Cable, A. Caldwell, Clingman, Williamson the d d Silvester, Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, Stetson, Strong, 
R. W, Cobb, Coleock, Doty, Edtnundson, Ewing, Feather- | draw the demand. rater Sweetser, Taylor, James Thom : Toe B. Thompson, 
ston, Fatier, Hall, Hamilton, Hammond, Haralson, Isham | Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi. Do you || Underhill, Van Dyke Vinton, Walden Walde, Wentworth, 
G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, H wane, Hosdens Hous- || insist on the demand ? ° William 
ion, Howard, Inge, Joseph W, Jackson, rew Johnson, || Mr. JONES. I do 
Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Julian, Preston King, La Sére, rr : . eR: : 

Mr. THOMPSON. Well, I insist upon it that 


White, Whittlesey, Williams, Wilson, and Wood—117. 
So the House refused to 
Job Mann, Mason, Matteson, McDowell, RobertM. McLane, H 
Finis B. MeLean, McQucen, Ee Wetrons || this is about the only rule of the House which has 
Mereacet, Morse, Morton, Olds, Or? “Gehonieratt, || not been abused. I move that the report of the 
er, , Peck 
Beddon, Spaulding, 


I cannot, therefore, with- 


Union. 
The question recurring upon seconding the de- 
mand for the previous q 


into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of 
Richard H. Sulnton, Theddees Seevenst committee be laid upon the table. I desire to see Messfs. Ines and 


a ; 
1EL rose simultaneously. 





Neg. 


> the 


s 


€ On 


VOte 


aya 


le 
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=, DANIEL was recognized, and moved.a 


House. 
aS vTANTON, of Kentucky, demanded the 


8. 
1 PEAKER counted the House and an- 


es 31, noes 121. 
pounce tah voting in the affirmative) the yeas 
mh ordered. 


avs wer j 
a aaeati “Shall, there :be a. call. of she 


rouse?” was then taken, and resulted—yeas 39, 


sys 143; 88 follow: 
, J 4s_-Messrs. Alston, Ashe, Bowdon, Albert G. Brown, 
Te singman, W. R. W. Cobb, Coleock, Daniel, Ed- 
born, Featherston, Hammond, Haralson, Sampson W. 
ae Holladay, Holmes, Hubbard, Inge, Joseph W. Jack- 
ye pert W. Johnson, La Sére, McQueen, Meade, Mill- 
we Morse, Morton, Orr, Parker, Phelps, Powell, Seddon, 
He H_ Stanton, Thomas, Jacob ‘Thompson, Toombs, 
em Wallace, Wellborn, and Woodward—3y. 
eyed exars. Albertson, Alexander, Anderson, Ash- 
Me Baker, Bay, Bayly, Beale, Bennett, ae, Kissell, 
Me Booth, bowie, Boyd, Breck, Briggs, Brooks, W. J. 
oe ’ ‘gurrows, T. B. Butler, Joseph Cable, George A. 
na” Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, Cartter, | 
Cal y, Chandler, Clarke, Cole, Corwin, Crowell, Deberry, 
siehes pisaey, Doty, Duer, Duncan, Dunham, Durkee, 
Nathan Evans, Ewing, Fiteh, Fowler, Fuller, Gentry, Gid- 
se, Gorman, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Hall, Hamilton, 
~~ ‘on, Harlan, Isham G. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, 
ioHaywond, Hebard, Henry, Hibbard, Hoagland, Hous- 


ee 





an 





oo, Howard, William T. Jackson, Andrew Johnson, James 
1, Johnson, Jones, Julian, Kerr, George @. King, James G. 
King, Jon A. King, Preston King, Lefiier, Litieftield, 
qorace Mann, Job Mann, Marshail, Mattesou, McDonaid, | 
vepowell, McGaughey, McKissock, McLanahan, Robert 
y. MeLane, Finis E. McLean, McMullen, Meacham, | 


| 
vjoore, Morehead, Morris, Nelson, Ogle, Olds, Ous, Out- | 
aw, Peasiee, Peck, Phasnix, Pitman, Potter, Reed, Rey- | 
polis, Richardson, Risley, Robinson, Rockwell, Root, Rose, 
Ross, Ramsey, Sackett, Sawtelle, Schenck, Schermerhorn, | 
gchooleralt, Shepperd, Silvester, Spaulding, Sprague, Sun- 
iy. Thaddeus Stevens, Stetson, Sweetser, Taylor, James 
Thompson, Underhill, Vinton, Walden, Waido, Watkins, 
Wentworth, White, Whittlesey, Wildrick, Williams, Wil- 
pot, Wilson, Wood, and Young— 143. 

So a call of the House was refused. 

The question then recurred on the demand for 
the previous question. : . : 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, desired to inquire 
of the gentleman from ‘Tennessee [Mr. Jongs] 
whether he would not withdraw the demand for 
the previous question ? 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman with- 
draw ? 

Mr. JONES. I have no feeling on this subject, 
nordo | care anything about the rule. 

Mr. INGE. I submit, that no remarks are in 
order, and that the gentleman must either with- 
draw the previous question or not. 

The SPEAKER, 
draw the demand for the previous question ? 

Mr. JONES. Well, if the House is disposed 
to debate the question, let it do so. 1 withdraw 
the demand for the previous question. 

he SPEAKER. The demand for the previous 
question is withdrawn. 

Mr. McLANE. [I call for the reading of the 
amendment. 

Theamendment was again read. 

Mr. McLANE was proceeding to speak——— 

Mr. BAYLY interposed, and said, I call for the 
business on the Speaker’s table. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The morning hour has not 
yetexpired. The gentleman from Maryland {Mr. 
McLane} is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. McLANE. When the resolution was first 


reported, 1 supposed, merely from hearing it read, || 


that it was a virtual repeal of the five minutes 
tule. I supposed not only that it was a virtual re- 
peal of that rule, but that in effect it deprived the 
committee of an Opportunity to explain, or con- 
sider any portion of a bill or any amendment to 
il, except that which anight be immediately pend- 
ing. Lam now satisfied, from examination, that 
*0 far as concerns discdssion upon a bill or any 
Proposed amendment, the rule does not at ail 
preclude debate. It merely reaches this point— 
that if a member proposes an amendment he can- 
hot, a8 we are in the habit of doing, withdraw it 
for the purpose of having it renewed for aspeech 
‘o be made upon that, or some other subject, by 
some other member. I now see, and I cali the at- 
‘ention of gentlemen to this fact, that under this 
rule, it will be competent, as it is now, for a 
member to move an amendment and to speak to 
, and that it does nut propose to prevent a mem- 

F Moving an amendment at any stage of the pro- 
ceedings on the bill, The report does not contem- 
plate any limitation of time, although | am free 


to say, that on hearing it read, I thought it did 


Does the gentleman with- | 








ment contem 





Mr. INGBeinterposed. The 


on each amendment—one for and another against it. 


Mr. McLANE, (proceeding.) So far trom re- 


garding it as a limitation of time, | perceive that 
the amendment allows ten minutes’ debate rather 
than five minutes, as at present. I might be al- 
lowed to say, that | do not see that it accomplishes 
any purpose whatsoever, and I ask the gentleman 
from Tennessee [Mr. Jonxs] to give his attenuon 


to 


that point, 


the debate any more to the pending amendment or 
proposition than the parliamentary law now con- 


fines it. 
it is in order, in Committee of the Whole on the 
| state of the Union, upon a pending amendment, to 
| debate as largely as upon the bill itself, it would 
| be still in order for a member to speak five minutes 


If, under the general parliamentary law, 


for it, and another member five minutes against it, 
and to discuss the state of the Union generally. 


Mr. CLINGMAN rose, and was understood to | 


submit, that the morning hour had now expired. 


Mr. VINTON suggested, that if the House | 


should now leave this question, it would go oves 


as unfinished business, and that would be the last | 


of it. 


the sugs 


lina, [ 


Ohio, [Mr. Vinton.} 


Mr. VINTON repeated his remark. 
Mr. CLINGMAN submitted to the Speaker, 


whether this subject (if the House should now 


proceed to other business) would not come up as | 


unfinished business when the committees should 
next be called for reports. 


it 


TheSPEAKER. When a bill is reported from 


commitiee, and no motion is made to reler, so as | 
to keep the bill the business of the morning hour, 


goes upon the Speaker’s table; and the Chair 


has given the same direction, under similar circum- 
stances, to reports of this character, 
is made to refer to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, that motion, if pending | 
at the time the House passed to other business, 
would make it the first business in order; and 
when the committees shall be again called for re- 
ports, this subje@ would come up as the unfioished 
business. 


If a motion 


Mr. LNGE. I rise to a point of order. I sub- 


mit that the morning hour has now expired, 
I do not under- | 


Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, 


stand that the gentleman from North Carolina 


| (Mr, Cuineman] desires me to give way for a mo- | 
tion that the House resolve itself into Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
only effect of such a motion, if the House should | 
agree to it, would be to leave this as the pending 

usiness, and thus block up the business of the | 
committee during the morning bour. 
| disposing of the matter finally. 


b 


The 


1 am for 
The remarks | 


| nad made befure | was interrupted by the gentle- 


| man from North Carolina |Mr. CLineman]| were | 
addressed, not only to the gentleman who report- || 


ed this amendment, but to all those gentlemen 
| who are disposed to give a just and fair interpreta- 


The amendment does not re- 


strain the operation of the rule as to time, but does 
in fact enlarge it, by giving ten minutes instead of 


five. 
| of the Whole on the state of the Union to limit the |! 


| 
| tion to the rule. 
| 
| debate beyond that point to which it is already | 


And it will be impossible for the Committee 


limited by the general parliamentary law. 


ceed to the consideration of business on the Speak- | 
er’s table. 


Mr, INGE, (interposing.) Did the Speaker 


| say, in answer to the inquiry which | just made, 
| that the morning hour had expired? 


The SPEAKER. The Chair so said. 
Mr. INGE. Then1l move that the House pro- 


The question was taken, and decided in the neg- 


ative. 


So the House refused to proceed to the consid- 


ration of business on the Speaker’s table. 


Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, resumed the floor. 
Mr. BAYLY. requested the gentieman from 


Maryland [Mr. McLane] to give way for a motion 


that the House resolve itself into 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 


| motion. 


tes that there may be two speeches | 


The amendment does not confine || 


Mr. McLANE said, that he could hear neither | 
estion of the gentleman from North Caro- | 
r. CLtineman,]| nor of the gentleman {rom | 


- || they had in view. 




































































Mr. McLANE yielded the floor to 

| Mr. BAYLY, who said: | rise to »ppeai to the 
| House, whilst | can do so in order, to go into Com- 
| mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
| The debate on the civil and diplomatic appro- 
|| priation bill is to terminate on Friday, and | think 
|| good faith requires-—— 

| Mr. ASHMUN and Mr. McCLERNAND si- 
|| Multaneously rose to order. 

| The SPEAKER, remarking that the gentleman 
|| from Virginia (Mr. Bayty] was not in order, re- 
|, cognized— 

r. McCLERNAND, who said that he had 


|| risen to a poiot of order. 
|| Mr. BAYLY. 


1 move that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the siate of 
| the Union, 

Mr. McCLERNAND. Is it in order for the 
| gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Bayiy] to proceed 
with his remarks? 

The SPEAKER informed the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. Bayiy] that. his remarks were out 
of order. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. I move that the House 
proceed to the consideration. of business on the 
Speaker’s tabie. 

The SPEAKER. A motion has been made 
that the House resolve itself into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, and that 
motion is first in order. 
|| Mr. McCLERNAND asked the yeas and nays 


on that motion; which were ordered. 
The question was taken, and decided in the neg- 
ative—yeas 73, nays 102; as follow: 


Y EAS— Messrs. Anderson, Ashe, Averett, Bayly, Beale, 
Bingham, Booth. Bowdon, Bowie, Boyd, Albert G. Brown, 
W. J. Brown, Burt,G. A. Caldwell, Clingman, W R. W. 
Cobb, Coleock, Daniel, Duer, Edmundson, Ewing, Feather- 
ston, Giddings, Hammond, Haralson, I. G. Harris, 8. W. 

| Harris, Haymond, Hoagland, Holladay, Holwes, Houston, 
Howard, Hubbard, Inge, J. W. Jackson, Andrew Johnson, 
James L. Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Julian, Ker . 
Preston King, La Sére, Matteson, Robert M. McLane, 
Me Queen, Mc Willie, Millson, Morris, Morse, Morton, Orr, 
Oudaw, Owen, Parker, Phelps. Potter, Powell, Savage, 
| Seddon, Richard H. Stanton, Thaddeus Stevens, Thomas, 
|| Jacob ‘Thompson, John B. Thompson, Venable, Walden, 
Wallace, Watkins, Wildrick, Wilmot, and Woodward—73, 
NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Alexander, Ashmun, Bay, 
Bennett, Bissell, Bokee, Breck, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, 
Thomas B. Butler, Joveph Cable, Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, 
Campbell, Cartigr, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, Coie, Corwin, 
Crowell, Deberry, Dickey, Disney, Doty, Dancan, Duwham, 
Durkee, Nathan Evaus, Fite, Fowler, Fuller, Gentry, 
Gorman, Goit, Gould, Grinnell, Halloway, Hampton, tartan, 
Thomas L.. Harris, Hay, Hebard, Henry, Hibbard, William 
T. Jackson, George G. King, James G. King, Jom A. King, 
Littlefield, Horace Mann, Job Mann, Marshall, MeCiernand, 
MeDonald, McGaughey, Meacham, Moore, Nelaon, Ogte, 
}; Olds, Otis, Peasiee, Peck, Phenix, Pitman, Reynolds, Rich- 
ardson, Risley, Robinson, Rockwell, Root, Rose, Ross, Rum- 
sey, Sackett, Sawtelle, Schenck, Schermerhorn, Setool- 
craft, Silvester, Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, Steton, Strong, 
Sweetser, Taylor, James ‘Thompson, Underill, Van Dyke, 
Vinton, Waldo, Wentworth, White, Whittlesey, Williams, 
Wilson, Wood, and Young — 102, 


So the House refused to go into Committee of 

| the Whole on the state of the Union. 
Mr. McLANE resumed the floor. When he 
|| gave way to the gentleman from Virginia [Me. 
|| Bawiy} to make the motion to go into Committee 
\| of the Whole on the state of the Union, he aaid 
|| he had been calling the attention of the Elouse to 
\| the fact, that thia rule did not accomplish the jimit- 
}, ation of time intended. This, he was sure, 
would not be desired by the gentlemen who had 
|| reported it. The object was to provide some 
|| limitation of time, to prevent the abuse of a rule 
which had been acceptable to the House during 
|| the two Congresses in which it had been in exisi- 
|; ence. Now it seemed to him—and he submitted 
|} to those gentlemen who had reported the rule, 
|| that they extracted from the existing rule all ita 
Virtues, without accomplishing the object which 
They only required those gen- 
| Uemen, who desived to continue a debate under 
|| the five minutes rule to be a little more particular 
|| in framing their amendments, so as to avoid con- 
\| flict with any. other amendments which might 
|, have been offered, and to have proper reference to 
| the particular section under consideration. If the 
section should happen to be an important one—in- 


ommitiee of || volving an appropriation, say of five millions of dol- 


|| lars, certainly there would be a range wide enough 


Mr. McLANE., | willcertainly give way forthat || for offering amendments; they might go down 


sist upon. 


i do not wish to occupy the time of the 
House. I merely wish it shouid be un“erstood that || 
I retaio my right to the floor, and chat | shall in- 


from five millions to one million and even. to one 
dollar, and all these amendments would ,be in 
} order, and could be debated: each for ten min- 
|, utes..._In this way.the questions of Culifornis, 
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and almost any other subject might be discussed 
at vieasure. The rule, therefore, would have no 


effect whatever to restrain debate—to provide, if | 
they pleased, against abuses of the five minutes | 


rule--ior he thought it was an abuse of that rule 
to use it merely to consume time and not to dis- 
cuss the merits of the amendment. 

This was his immediate objection to this report. 
lt extracted from the five minutes rule all that was 
excellent ip it—all that had made ita favorite rule 
with this House. Gentlemen, wearied out with a 
general discussion, approuched this discussion 
with imterest. They knew they could have not 
only five minutes, but four or five times five min- 
utes to discuss the particular question under con- 
sideration. That rule, he said, was regarded with 
favor by the House. The committee did not pro- 
pose to repeal it, doubtless because the majority 
were in favor of the rule. If the object was to 
limit or terminate debate, why not repeal ihe 
rule? Why extract from it all that was good, 
and leave only that which would give rise to the 
same ubusea and the same evils which now ex- 
isted? He would not vote to repeal the rule. He 


New Mexico, the whole of our system of marine, 


| 
| 


THE CONGRESSIONA 





| 


is intended to bring us speedily to that point where 
resistance necessarily ends in the triumph ef ag- 
gression. But, sir, | indulge the hope that even 
northern Representatives will refuse to sanction 


the absurdities which this amendment contains. || 


It confines debate to two members, to the exclu- 
sion of two hundred and twenty-nine, who are 
constrained mutely to listen to what they are not 
permitted to oppose or approve. Has this House 
the right, or can it be deemed proper, to make this 
odious and invidious distinction among constitu- 
tional equals? Again: the first who speaks must 
advocate, and the second oppose, the amendment 
under consideration. Sir, it would be imputing 
to you quite too much penetration, to expect you 
to know, before a member opened his mouth, 
whether he intended to approve or oppose a pend- 
ing amendment; and thus it involves the monstrous 
absurdity of requiring you to determine a mem- 
ber’s right to the fluor, before the fact is known 
upon which your decision is made to depend. We 


have every day speeches of an hour which take | 


neither side of a question; and how Is it to be ex- 


|| p@eted that before a member opens his lips, that 


would move to recommit the report to the Com- || 


mittee on Rules, with instructions 
Mr. ASHMUN addressed the Speaker. 
Mr. MeLANE still remained upon the floor. 


Mr. INGE appealed to the gentleman from || 


Maryland to yield the floor, 
Mr. McLANE expresse 
ield, 

Mr. DUER raised the point of order, that the 
gentieman from Maryland had concluded his re- 
marks, and the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
[Mr. Asumun.] having addressed the Chair, was 
entitled to the floor, The gentleman from Mary- 
land could not give the floor to the gentleman from 
Alabama, 

Some conversation followed on the point of or- 
der, which was terminated by 

Mr. McLANE declining to yield the floor to 
Mr. twee, and, in conclusion, moving to recom- 
mit the report to the Committee on Rules, with 


instructions to that committee to report to the | 


House the mode and manner of the enjoyment of 
the five minutes rule according to strict parliament- 
ary law. 


Mr. INGE said: Under the 34th ‘rule of this | 


House, after the termination of the general debate, 
any member may offer an amendment to the 
pending measure, and speak five minutes in expla- 
nation. The practice under that rule, of with- 
drawingand renewing amendments admits of great 


latitude of debate within a narrow limitation of | 


time. The proposed amendment in effect repeals 
the rule, and destroys its spirit, making the gag of 
the majority upon the minority insufferably strin- 


gent. 


How this «mendment could have origin- | 
ated in a committee whose appropriate business it | 


is to mvestigate the rules and adapt them to the | 
ends of fair and just legislation, | am unable to | 


determine. How the gentleman from Tennessee, 
[Me. Jones,] the Representative of a slaveholding 
constituency, and therefore presymed to sympa- 
thize with the struggling minorty of this House, 
could have been made the instrament of reporting 
this proposition, I confess myself whelly at a loss 
to understand, Sir, the gentleman from Georgia 
[Mr. Sreruens]) and the gentleman from Texas 
|Mr. KauvrmManj are members of that committee, 
and I beg to know if they assented to its adop- 
tion, or authorized the course of the member? 
Of this | know nothing, but I ventare to predict 
that they would have indignantly spurned the vi- 
carious discharge of an office, which none other 
than a northern man could, with my views of pro- 
priety, undertake. No, sir. Let the majority do 
their own work of insult and aggression, which 
they are ever ready to intrust to southern men 
who will offer their codperation. 

The gentleman from Maryland (Mr. McLane] 
soys thai the object of the amendment cannct be 
attained by its adoption. This may be true, but 
the proposition is not less offensive because it is 
ineffectual. The open, avowed object is to take 
from us the miserable vestige of parliamentary 
rights which the majority have been kind enough 
to leave us—the poor privilege of speaking five 
minutes upon the most momentous questions which 
have ever agitated this country and the ‘world. 
When we reach a vote upon any proposition, we 
are powerless in their grasp; and this amendment 


you can determine whether he 1s for or against an 
amendment? 


With these obvious objections, I must say that || 


‘| northern men should feel themselves constrained 


. 
d his willingness to | 











to discountenance this unworthy attempt to man- | 
1 am opposed to the restrictious | 
| upon debate under the existing rules. 
the member’s right to speak is necessarily implied 


acle the minority. 
I hold that 


from his right to vote,and should be as inviolable. 
From the progressive tendency of our adversaries, 
it is perhaps not unreasonable to anticipate a prop- 
osition to limit the right of voting upon certain 
propositions to two or three of their own number: 


| that would be merely an application of the same 


principle to a different subject. Certainly my only 
hope of their forbeurance is in the fact that they 


have already a majority, sufficiently large and sub- | 
| servient to their purposes, 


In the absence of all others, one consideration 
alone would determine me strenuously to oppose 
this amendment—the precedent which 1t would es- 
tablish. Under the Constitution and the existing 


rules of the House, it is in the power of the minor- || 
of any meas- 
| ure which we may regard as insulting and aggres- 

Divest us of this shield of detence, and we || 
Permit this prece- | 


ity to delay indefinitely the adopti 


sive. 
must surrender at discretion. 
dent to be established, and the Committee on 
Rules will soon favor us with other and more effect- 


ual amendments, until the work of spoliation is || 
At this time, and under existing cir- || 


complete. 
cumstances, I shail cling to the rulesas they are, 
protesting against all amendments. 


successfully defend our cherished rights, and 
against which the unwieldy weight of the majority 
may dash itself in vain. 

Mr. ASHMUN said, he did not rise to prolong 
the debate. Hesupposed that the purpose of gen- 
tlemen filing off this morning against the previous 
question was to allow the addiesses to be made to 
the House which they had heard from the gentle- 
man from Maryland, [Mr. McLane,] and the 
gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. Ince.] ‘They now 


had all the lights which those gentiemen were able || 


to furnish. He should not undertake to argue the 
point; nor should he undertake, in behalf of the 
gentleman from Tennessee, (Mr. Jones,] to reply 
to the lecture so handsomely read to him by the 


| gentleman from Alabama, as to his (Mr. Jones] || 
being instrumental—(he believed that was the || 
word )—his being the tool in the hands of the com- || 


mittee, to inflict such an outrage upon southern 
rights. Ele could-merely say he (Mr. A.) was 
present when this resolution was adopted; that 


there were present three gentlemen representing || 


northern, and two gentlemen representing southern 
constituencies, and that the committee were unan- 
imous in their recommendation. His object was 
to terminate this unprofitable debate. e there- 
fore moved the previous question. 

Mr. HOLMES demanded the yeas and nays. 

The SPEAKER reminded the gentleman that 
the yeas and nays were not in order upon the 
question of seconding the demand. 

Pending the question, 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, moved that there 
be a call of the House, that there might be a full 
vote, he said, upon this question, and heasked the 
yeas and nays. 


They are an | 
| impregnable breastwork, behind which we may 


L GLOBE. 


The a and nays were ordered. 

: ay UER, 1 wish to ask, if the House 

into Committee of the Whole on the 
|| Union—— State OF the 
| Mr. McCLERNARD ‘interposed ¢ : 

a 0a 

order. ee Point of 
| Mr. DUER. I am stati 
My point has the preference 
fhe SPEAKER. The 
| York will proceed. 
| Mr. DUER. Lask, in case the 
| Committee of the Whole on the sta 
| if this question will come up to- 
| Mr.McCLERNAND. I rise 
| | wish to know*whether the inquiry which the 

gentleman is making is a point of order? 
The SPEAKER. There is no point of order” 
| submitted by the gentleman from New York. 

Mr. McGLERNAND. Then I object to his 
proceeding further. 

The SPEAKER, (continuing,) but it js fre. 
quently allowed to a gentleman to ask what wij 
be the effect of taking a certain vote, and there ig 
usually no objection to the Speaker’s replying for 
the benefit of the gentleman and of the House 
| In the opinion of the Chair, if, pending the Motiog 

to recommit, the House go into Committee of the 
|| Whole on the state of the Union, the report of ih 
Committee on Rules will be the first business jn 
| order whenever the House proceed to call the 
|| committees for reports. 
|_ The question, *‘ Shall there be a call of the 
ws . ; ; 
| House 7’ was then taken and decided in the nega. 
| uve—yeas 39, nays 125; as follow: 
YEAS—Messrs. Averett, Bowdon, Albert G. Brown, 
Burt, George A. Caldwell, Calvin, Casey, Clingman, Wj. 
liamson K. W. Cobb, Colecock, Edmundson, Featyen 
ston, Haralson, Sampson W. Harris, Holladay, Hoh 
| Hubbard, Inge, Joseph W, Jackson, Robert W. Joi. 
| son, La Sére, McDowell, McMulien, McQueen, MeWitiie 
| Mitison, Morton, Orr, Owen, Parker, Powell, Seddon, 
| Richard H. Stauton, ‘homas, Jacob ‘Thompson, Veuavie, 
| Waliace, Weliborn, and Woodwu ard—a9. 
NAYS—Messrs, Albertson, Alexander, Anderson, Ashe, 
Ashimun, Bayly, Beale, Bennet, Bingham, Bissell, Boke, 
| Booth, Bewie, Boyd, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, ‘l'iiomag 8, 
Batler, Joseph Cable, Joseph P. Caldwell, Campbell, Ua tr, 
| Chandler, Clarke, Cole, Corwin, Crowell, Deberry, Dickey, 
| Disney, Dory, Duer, Duncan, Dunhain, Nathan Brays, 
Ewing, Fitch, Fowler, Fuiler, Giddings, Gorman, Gou, 
Gould, Grinnell, Hatloway, Hamilton, Hampton, Isham G. 
| Harris, ‘Thomas L. Harris, Hay, Haymoud, Hebard, Hen- 
ry, Hibbard, William T, Jackson, James L. Jotmson, Joues, 
Kaufman, Geurge G. King, James G. King, Join A. King, 
Preston King, Leffler, Litiefield, Horace Manu, Job Maan, 
| Marshall, Matteson, MceClernand, McGaughey, McKissock, 
|| McLanahan, Robert M. McLane, Meacham, Moore, Mor. 
| ris, Nelaon, Ogle, Olds, Otis, Outlaw, Peasice, Peck, 
Phelps, Phenix, Pitman, Potter, Reynolds, Richardson, 
Risley, Robinson, Rockwell, Rose, Ross, Rumsey, Stvage, 
Sawtelle, Schenck, Sehermerhorn, Schooierait, Shep- 
perd, Silvester, Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, Thaddeus 
Stevens, Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, Taylor, James Thowp- 
son, Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Watdo, Watkins, Weat- 
worth, White, Whittlesey, Wildrick, Williams, Wilmot, 
Wilson, and Young—125 

So a call of the House was refused. 

Mr. BAYLY.. As this report will come upas « 
the unfinished business of the morning hour te 
| morrow, when the House will be in better humor 

than it is at present, | move that the House re 

solve itself into Committee of the Whole on the 

state of the Union. The question was taken, and 
decided in the affirmatitve—ayes 65, noes 58. 
GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

So the House resolved itself into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Burr in 
the chair,) and resumed the consideration of the bill 
| making appropriations for the civil and diplomate 
expenses of the Government for the current fiscal 

ear. 
|” Mr. SEDDON was entitfed to the floor, and 
| addressed the committee during the hour, upon the 
|| subject of the message of the President on the 
| Texas boundary question. Recognizing the spit 
| of conciliation, which characterized a portion 
the message, he strongly condemned the principles 
and positions which it asserted, [A report of we 
speech will be published in the Appendix. } 
| Mr. ASHMUN then obtained the floor, but 
_ yielded to a motion that the committee rise. 
| "Phe motion having prevailed— 
| The committee rose, and reported progress, 
+ And the House adjourned. 
“ 
{ 
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By Mr. PRESTON KING: The petition of O. B. Ashman 
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